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PREFACE. 


In presenting this Work to the 
Public, I obey the dictates of a 
duty incumbent on every person, 
the incidents of whose life have 
afforded him an opportunity of 
visiting countries that are either 
unknown, or imperfectly describ¬ 
ed ; and, by communicating his 
information, to add Somewhat to 
the stock of general knowledge. 
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Of the kingdom of Ava, or the 
Birman Empire, so little is known 
to the European world, that many 
persons of liberal education, when 
the name of the country has been 
mentioned, were at a loss on what 
part of the globe to seek for its 
position; and some were even un¬ 
acquainted with the existcncf' of 
such a nation. 

This obscurity nniders any apo- 
logy for introducing my Work to 
the Public unnecessary; and I 
hav(' only to lament my own in- 
'ability to do justice to so import¬ 
ant a subject. The military pro¬ 
fession, in every part of the world, 
is unpropitious to literary attain- 
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meiits; but in India, where no re¬ 
positories of European learning 
are to be found, and armies arc 
continually moving over a vast re¬ 
gion, it can hardly be expected 
that the soldier and the scholar 
should be united. It has been my 
lot to serve in that distant coun¬ 
try from an early age, until I at¬ 
tained the meridian of life; and 
it may perhaps soften criticism, 
that I aspire not to the ornaments 
of language, and little aim at a 
polished structure of style: I have 
written my own book ; my chief 
object is, to be intelligible; and 
my single claim; to be believed. 

The rise and fortunes of Alom- 

I 
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pra, and the establishment of the 
present Birman dynasty, supply a 
short, but highly interesting, pe¬ 
riod of oriental history; these extra¬ 
ordinary events, having happened 
within the memory of many per¬ 
sons still living, are authenticated 
by individuals who themselves bore 

a part in the transactions : and al- 

0 

though their relations are liable to 
that bias which is inseparable from 
the human mind, when the pas¬ 
sions are engaged, and self-interest 
is concerned; yet the leading facts 
are such as do not- admit of mis¬ 
representation; to these, therefore, 
I have confined myself, as closely 
as perspicuity would allow. 
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For the account of the dis¬ 
astrous fate of our countrymen at 
Negrais, and the destruction of the 
English and French factories, I am 
chiefly indebted to the repertory 
of Mr. Dalrymple; a most useful 
and judicious compilation, which 
has rescued from oblivion many 
valuable and curious papers. 

The invasion of Ava by the 
Chinese during the reign of King 
Shembuan, and the subsequent ex¬ 
pedition into the Cassay country, 
were recounted - to me by an old 
Mussulman soldier who bore arms 
in both : he could have no induce¬ 
ment to deceive, and the leading 
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circumstances of his narrative were 
confirmed from other quarters. 

The events which took place in 
tlie southern countries, in Pegue 
and Siam, were so generally 
known, that inquiry need only be 
made to obtain information. 

I am obliged to the kindness of 
Mr. Dalrymple for the construc¬ 
tion of the General Map prefixed 
to this Work, which has been 
compiled from the materials col¬ 
lected by Dr. Buchanan, and trans¬ 
mitted to the Court of Directors; 
it is laid down on a contracted scale, 
being designed merely to point out 
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the relative situation of the king¬ 
dom of Ava, with reference to 
other countries, and to ascertain 
its local position on the globe. 
The materials requisite to give an 
accurate topographical display of 
all the parts of so extensive an 
empire, could not be procured dur¬ 
ing tlie short period of our resi¬ 
dence ; but the ability and inde¬ 
fatigable industry of Dr. Buchanan 
have effected much, to which 
the astronomical labours of Mr. 
Wood have considerably added. I 
cannot better; do justice to the 
merits of these gentlemen, than 
by inserting the words of Mr. 
Dalrymplc in a note on tlie sub¬ 
ject of Ava geography. 
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“ This part of Indian gcogra- 

“ phy has hitherto remained in 

** inexplicable obscurity, although 

“ much light has been thrown on 

“ the subject in consequence of 

“ the Embassy, of which this 

“ Work lays an account before 

“ the Public, not only from 

/ 

“ the astronomical observations by 
“ Ensign Thomas Wood, which 
“ do him the greatest credit, but 
“ from the great mass of native 
“ geography, which the assiduous 
“ pains of Dr. Buchanan, who ac- 
“ companied the :Embassy in a 
“ medical capacity, have accumu- 
** lated from various persons. 


These maps obtained by Dr. 
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“ Buchanan from the natives, al- 
“ though they elueidate the geo* 
“ graphy, cannot be considered as 
“ positive documents for tlic con- 
“ struction of an accurate Map of 
“ these countries, not being laid 
“ down geometrically, nor having 
“ even scales affixed; indeed, it is 
“ not certain that any of them 
“ were meant to be laid down by 
“ an uniform scale; the wonder is, 
“ that there should be any thing 
“ like uniformity.” 

The applause of such respect¬ 
able authority, cannot be enhan¬ 
ced by an encomium of mine. I 
am, however, happy in having an 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
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able and friendly assistance which 
1 received from these gentle¬ 
men ; my thanks are also due to 
Captain I'homas, commander of 
the S('a-Horsc, for his circumspect 
and prudt'iit conduct in conciliat¬ 
ing the inhabitants of Rangoon, 
during the time tliat I was absent 
at Ummerapoora. 

Major Renncll, who never de¬ 
nies the use of his invaluable pub¬ 
lications, to those who may require 
extracts from them to illustrate 
their own works, has been so good 
as to allow me to copy from his 
Map of Hindostan a part of the 
Peguc coast, which we had not an 
opportunity of observing. 
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The representations of tlie cos¬ 
tume of the country, I am persuad¬ 
ed, are as faithful as pencil can 
delineate: the native painters of 
India do not p>ossess a genius for 
fiction, or works of fancy ; they 
cannot invent or even embellish, 
and tliey arc utterly ignorant of 
perspective; but they draw figures, 
and trace every line of a picture, 
witli a laborious exactness peculiar 
to themselves : the Plate of the 
Kioum, or monastery, Vol. Ill, 
p. 107 » affords a curious specimen 
of their minute accuracy. 

The Plate wliich represents the 
introduction of the English gentle¬ 
men, Vol. III. p. IfiS, docs not iii- 

VOL. I. B 
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dude all the objects thatwere in the 
original drawing, there not being 
sufficient room to admit them; it, 
however, exhibits a just view of 
the manner in which the Court 
was assembled. A print cannot 
convey an adequate idea of the 
brilliancy of the dresses, or of the 
general effect. 

The method of catching wild 
elephants in Ava, I was assured, 
was faithfully delineated in the 
Drawing from which the Plate, 
Vol. III. p. 9, was taken. This 
drawing was copied from a paint¬ 
ing on glass, in the possession of 
the King I it corresponds with the 
inode practised in Siam, as de- 
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scribed in a book> intituled, “ A 
“ Relation of the Voyage to Siam* 
“ performed by six Jesuits in the 
“ year 1685 in which the fol¬ 
lowing passage occurs: “ The 

“ huntsmen, who were mount- 
“ ed on tame elephants, threw 
“ their nooses so exactly in the 
** place where the elephants set 
“ their foot, that they never failed 
“ of catching them.” This man¬ 
ner of securing these powerful 
animals, I imagine, is not com¬ 
monly used in other countries of 
the East. 

Several of the human figures 
bear a striking resemblance in 
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feature to the originals, particu¬ 
larly the Scre-dogce, or Secretary 
of State, Vol. II. p. 343, and the 
man and woman of the Kayn tribe, 
Vol. III. p. 243; the dress and 
character, in all the figures, are 
extremely well preserved. 

The kindness of Colonel Sir 
John Murray supplied me wdtli 
tlie Code of Arracan Laws, from 
which the Birman DhermaSastra 
is compiled. It should be observ¬ 
ed, that all the various Law Tracts 
in use amongst the Hindoos, 
throughout Hindoostan, in its ex¬ 
tensive signification, the region of 
Hindoos, whether sectaries of 
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Boodh, or of Brahma, are but so 
many commentaries on the Law 
of Menu, the great and aclcnow- 
ledged founder of Hindoo juris¬ 
prudence, whose original work has 
been translated with much ele¬ 
gance by the late Sir William 
Jones. 

The account of tlie city of 
Pegue, and the stupendous temple 
of Shoemadoo, has already ap¬ 
peared in the fifth volume of tlic 
Asiatic Hesearchcs, printed at Cal¬ 
cutta; I did hot, however, con¬ 
ceive that it ought, on that ac¬ 
count, to be omitted in a general 
description of the country. My 
official transactions are also in- 
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serted in the records of the Ben¬ 
gal government. 

In the orthography of Birman 
words I have endeavoured to ex¬ 
press, by appropriate letters, the 
sounds as they struck my own ear. 
At the same time it is proper to 
remark, that scarcely any two 
persons will apply the same Eng¬ 
lish letters to the same Birman 
words: this variation, which ex¬ 
tends to the writing of all eastern 
languages, and is not easily to bo 
remedied, greatly discourages the 
English reader, and diminishes the 
pleasure of perusing books on the 
affairs of India. In the names of 
places I have in general followed 
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the orthography of Mr. Wood, in 
his excellent Chart of the Irra¬ 
waddy, the great river of Ava. 

In the prosecution of this work 
I have experienced so many acts 
of friendly attention, that were I 
to enumerate all the favours con¬ 
ferred on me, I should occupy 
more room than the limits of a 
Preface will allow. The patron¬ 
age of the East-India Company is 
ever extended to those who can 
supply useful information on ori¬ 
ental topics, whilst the encourage¬ 
ment which I received from this 
munificent body was rendered 
doubly gratifying by the politeness 
of Mr, Inglis, then Chairman, and 

4 
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Mr.' Bosanquet, Deputy Chairman, 
of the Court of Directors. To 
the. spontaneous assistance of men 
pre-eminently distinguished for sci¬ 
ence, my book owes its most va¬ 
luable contents. Sir Joseph Banks 
selected and described the Plants ; 
Mr. Dalrymplc, as before men¬ 
tioned, compiled the General Map; 
and Mr. Wilkins favoured me with 
tlieShanscrit Alphabet, and pointed 
out the analogy of the languages. To 
these gentlemen my acknowledg¬ 
ments are particularly due, whilst, 
abstracted from a sense of personal 
obligation, it is a subject of pleas¬ 
ing reflection, that, in England, 
the man who fairly endeavours to 
communicate beneficial or curious 
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information, can never fail, not¬ 
withstanding he may be a stran¬ 
ger, to obtain the disinterested 
aid of persons themselves amongst 
tlie most celebrated for learning, 
and who are the patrons of lite¬ 
rature in others. It constitutes a 
part of the national character, of 
that native liberality, which may be 
traced under various shapes, and 
is manifested in different forms, 
through every gradation of society, 
and amidst every class of men, 
who have the happiness to boast 
a British birth-right. 

I cannot quit .the subject with¬ 
out offering my tribute of tlianks 
to my noble friend. Lord Tcign- 

c 
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mouth, with whom the mission to 
Ava originated : he selected me to 
execute the plans which he had 
formed; and his approbation of 
my labours is numbered among 
the most flattering circumstances 
of my life. 


MICHAEL SYMES. 


1P\‘11'oclc-sfreci, 
Feb. 1800 . 
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There are no countries on'the habitable 
globe, where the arts of cirilized life arc 
understood, of which we have so limited 
a knowledge, as of those that lie between 
the British possessions in India and the 
empire of China. Concerning India be¬ 
yond the Ganges, scarcely more was 
known to the ancients, than that sucJi a 
country did exist. Undeseiwcd importance 
is oftentimes attributed to that which is 
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imperfectly know n; and hence W'e find, 
in tire Map of Ptolemy, the terms Aurea 
Pegio, Argentea Regio, and Aurea Cher- 
sonesus, bestow ed on countries castw'ard 
of the (ianges, and on the Peninsula that 
di\ ides the Bay of Bengal from the Mag¬ 
nus Sinus, or Culph of Siam. But al¬ 
though no satisfactory information is to 
be obtained from writers of antiquity, re¬ 
specting the population, produce, extent, 
or geographical position of those regions; 
yet it may be concluded, that, even at the 
remote era when Ptolemy compiled his 
chart, the ports of the Eastern Peninsula 
W'cre the seats of commerce, and resorted 
to by foreign merchants; as that Author 
distinguishes places of note on the sea 
j oast by the titles Emporia; but with 
what people trade wus carried on, or in 
what commodities they trafficked, is not 
any where ascertained. 
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From tliis period, almost total darkness 
seems to have obscured India extra Gan- 
gem from the eyes of Europeans, until the 
enterprising genius of Emanuel, at the 
close of the 15 th century, opened a new 
world, and laid the foundation of general 
wealth to Europe, on the ruin of the 
Egyptian trade, and of the state of Venice. 
Early in the lOth century, the Portuguese 
made themselves masters of INIalacea, and 
soon ac(juired influence among the neigh¬ 
bouring maritime states. To the writers 
of this nation, history is prinei]>ally in¬ 
debted for whatever information luis been 
obtained of the eastern countries of India : 
but their narratives - so abound in hypei- 
bole, and they recount such extravagant 
stories, that credit must be dtniied to many 
of their assertions; whilst, at the same 
time, their writings furnish some accurate 
traits of the genius and disposition of the 
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people \A'hoin (hej describe. Even the 
accounts of Mendez de Pinto, the prince 
of fiction, although un intelligent traveller, 
will enable his readers to form an estimate 
of the inn)ortance and civilization of na¬ 
tions \\ hich, at a later period', have, by 
mam', been erroneously considered as in 
a condition bordering on wild barbarity. 

I rom the testimony of Portuguese his¬ 
torians it appears, that in the middle of 
the lOth century, four powerful states 
divided amongst them the regions that lie 
betw ecu the south-east pi'ovince of British 
India, Y unan in China, and the Eastern 
Sea; their territories extended from Cassay 
and Assam*', on the N. W. as far south- 
eastw'ard as the island of Junksejlon. 

* TIicre ate some petty independent princes, wliose 
lands mter\ene. 
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These nations were known to Europeans 
by tlie names of Arracan, Ava, Peguc, 
and Siam. Arracan, properly Yee-Keiti, 
borders on the S. E. province of British 
India, and includes the sea coast, w ith 
\\ hat is called the Broken Islands, as far 
south as Cape Negrais ^ ; Ava, the name 
of tlie ancient capital of the Birmans, has 
been usually accepted as the nana' of the 
country at large, which is Miamma. This 
empire is situated eastwaird of Arracan, 
iVom wJiich it is divided by a ridg'e of 
loft}’ mountains, called by the natives 
Anou-pec-tou-miou, or the great western 
hilly country. On the N. W. it is seps- 
rated from the kingdom of Cassay b} the 
rher Keen-duem; on the north, it is 
bounded by mountains and pt it\ indepen¬ 
dent principalities, that lie contiguous to 

* See Haniilion’s new Account ot the La.t Indie*. 

B 3 
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Assam; on the north-east and east, it 
touches on C’hina, and North Siam ; on 
the soudi, its limits have so often varied, 
that it is dilHcult to ascertain them with 
any precision. I'lu' city of Proine’*^, or 
Pee, seems to be the original and natural 
boundary of the Birman empire, although 
concpiest has since stretched its dominion 
several degrees farther south. J’egue, 
called b\ the natives Bagoo, is the eountr}^ 
southward of Ava, w hieh oecu])ies the 
sea-coast as far as Martaban, proj)erl^ 
JSIondimaa ; Prome was its northern fron¬ 
tier, and Siam adjoined on the east. The 
kingdom of Siam, or Shaan, comprehended 
as far south as Junkse\lon, east to Cam¬ 
bodia and Laos, and north to Dzemee 


* It is doubtful ^vhetlicr Prome, of belonged 

to Ava orPegue; it was claimt d !)> both, and olle» 
changed its p<jssessor. 
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(probably the Chiamee of Lou here), and 
Yunan in China. This nation calls itself 
'^f'ai, and is further distinguished by the 
appellations Tai-yay, or great Tai, and 
I’ay-nay, or little Tai; their former ca¬ 
pital vias named Yoodia^, or Yoodra ; by 
l)e Pinto, Oodia ; whence the Siamese are 
frequently, by the Birmans, denominated 
Yoodras. These boundaries, however, 
may be considered rather as the claim of 
each state, than its actual possession : \i- 
cissitudcs of victory and defeat alternately 
extended and contracted tlieir dominions. 

Pinto, and I’aria de Souza, agree that 
the Birmans, though formerly subject to 
the king of Pegue, became afterwards 
masters of Ava, and caused a revolution 
in Pegue about the middle of the lOth 


* Called Juthcaby Europeans. 
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century. Hamilton, a much more recent 
author, says, tliat the kingdom of the Bir¬ 
mans extended from “ Maravi,” probably 
Mci'gui, near Tenasscrem, to the province 
of Yunan in China, about 800 miles from 
north to south, and 25o from east to west. 
The Portuguese assisted the Birmans in 
their wars against the Peguers, and, ac¬ 
cording to Pinto, performed prodigies of 
valour. Tlie account of the capture of 
Martaban*, and of the treasures found 
therein, far exceeds the limits of b.elief. 


Speaking of the capture of Martaban, Pinto says, 
During this vsiegc, they of the city ate 3000 elc^ 
phants; there were found 6000 pieces of artillery : as 
foi gold, silver, precious stones, and jewels, that were 
found there, one truly knows not what they were, for 
those tlrngs are ordinarily concealed; wheiefore it 
«hall sulfice me to say, that so much as tlie king of 
Brama h,Hl of Chaimbainham’s treasure, amounted to 
an hufidred milli<jftts of gold/* The account of the 
feast of Tiiidgoojoo is ludicrously extravagant. 
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The Portuguese continued to exercise 
an influence in the Birman and Pegue 
countries, and a still greater in Arracan, 
so long as they maintained an ascendancy ^ 
over other European nations in the East; 
but on the seizure of ttieir settlements and 
abridgment of their dominions by the 
Dutch, the consequence that had been 
deservedly annexed to the Portuguese name 
sunk into insignificance; and the Christian 
settlers degenerated into a contcmT’fible 
race, distinguished only by their feeble¬ 
ness and'vice. During the reign of Lt)uis 
the XlVth several splendid attcn’pts were 
made to propagate the doctrines of the 
church of Rome, and advance the inl,.rcsts 
of the French nation, in the'kingdom of 
Siam. Concerning these expeditions, ac¬ 
counts* of unquestionable fidelity have 


Vid$ Louberc, &c. 
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been published ; little, however, is related 
of Ava and Pegue, with whom, the Abbe 
Choisy says, “ the king of Siam was con¬ 
stantly at war.” 

In the beginning of the l/th century, 
both the English and Dutch had obtained 
settlements in various quarters of the Bir¬ 
man dominions, which were afterwards 
forfeited by the misconduct of the latter ; 
and Europeans of all nations were ba- 
'nished fi'om Ava. The English, many 
years subsequent to this expulsion, were 
reinstated in their factories at Syriam and 
Ava, where they appear to have traded, 
rather in the capacity of private mer¬ 
chants, than on the part of the India 
Company, in whose service they were not 
regularly enrolled. The Island of Negrais 
was likewise taken possession of by the 
English, and a survey made of it by one 
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Weldon, in the year 1687 . On this 
island the government of Fort St. George 
established a settlement. Little benefit, 
however, seems to have been derived 
from the acquisition : the affairs of the 
India Company, and indeed of the nation, 
were in too preearious a state, in another 
quarter of Asia, to admit of sparing the 
supplies of men and money requisite for 
%its effectual support. 

The supremacy of the Birmans over the 
Peguers continued throughout the last, 
and during the first forty years of the pre¬ 
sent century, when the Peguers in the 
provinces of Dalla, Martaban, Tongo, and 
Promc, revolted; a civil war ensued, 
which w as prosecuted on both sides with 
savage ferocity. In tlie year 1744, the 
British factory at Syriam was destroyed 
by the contending parties, and the views 



12 


EMBASSY TO AVA. 


of commerce were suspended by precau¬ 
tions of personal security. Success long 
continued doubtful: at length the Peguers, 
by the aid of arms procured from Euro¬ 
peans trading to their ports, and with the 
assistance of some renegade Dutch and 
native Portuguese, gained several victories 
over the Birmans, in the years 1750, and 
1751 . Tlicse advantages they pursued 
with so much vigour, that, early in the 
year 1752, the capital of Ava was invest¬ 
ed. The Birmans, disheartened by re¬ 
peated defeats, after a short siege, sur¬ 
rendered at discretion. Dweepdec, the 
last of a long line of Birman kings, was 
made prisoner with all his family, except 
two sons, who effected their escape to the 
Siamese; from whom they found a friend¬ 
ly reception, and were flattered with as¬ 
surances of security and succour. 
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Bonna Della, or Beinga Della, king of 
Fegue, when he had completed the con¬ 
quest of Ava, returned to his own coun¬ 
try,'leaving his brother Apporaza to go¬ 
vern the late capital of the Birman king, 
whom he carried w’ith him a prisoner to 
Pegue; enjoining his brother to reduce 
the refractory, displace sxispected persons, 
and exact an oath of allegiance from such. 
Birmans as should be suffered to retain 
their former possessions. 

Matters at first bore the appearance of 
tranquillity and submission: the land¬ 
holders and principal inhabitants of the 
country around Ava, acknowledged them¬ 
selves vassals of the conqxieror, and ac¬ 
cepted the prescribed oath. Alompra, a 
Birman of low extraction, then knowm 
by the humble name of Aumdzea*, was 


Signifying huntsman* 
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continued by the conqueror in the chief- 
ship of Monchaboo, at tiiat time an in¬ 
considerable ^illagc, about 12 miles from 
the river, west of Kconm-meoum. This 
man, who possessed a spirit of enterprize 
and boldness equal to the most arduous 
undertakings, at first, like many others, 
dissembled the reluctance he felt at the 
imposition of a foreign yoke, and sub¬ 
mitted to the necessity of fortune ; but, 
unlike others, he harboured hopes of 
emancipation, and meditated on the best 
means of accomplishing his future pur¬ 
pose. 

Soon after the Pegue king had reached 
his capital, he caused a general proclama¬ 
tion to be issued, in terms of insolent tri¬ 
umph, announcing to all nations of the 
earth, that the Birman king was become 
his prisoner; that the Birman country. 
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being subdued by the prowess of his arms, 
was annexed, as a conquered province, to 
the Pegue monarchy, and that the city of 
Pegue was in future to be considered as 
the general metropolis. This proclama¬ 
tion, as might be expected, increased the 
hatred of the Birmans, and stimulated 
their desire of revenge. Alompra had at 
this time, in the town and neighbourhood 
of Monchaboo, loo devoted followers, on 
whose courage and fidelity he could safely 
rely; he had strengthened and repaired 
the stockade that surrounded the town *, 
without awaking any suspicion in the 
minds of the Peguers, who never dreamt 
that a person so inconsiderable would at- 


,* Almost all towns, and even villaffps, in the Bir- 
man country, arc surrounded by a stockade, in bke 
manner as tlie villages in the Carnatic aie inclosed by 
a bound hedge : the Biimans arc very expert in erect* 
ing this kind of defence. 
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tempt an act of rebellion under the check 
of a numerous garrison, distant only 15 
leagues. Their attention was directed to 
remoter provinces; and occupied by the 
fears they entertained, lest the sons of 
Dweepdee should return in force to re¬ 
cover the possessions of their dethroned 
father. 

Thus resting in imaginary security, 
there were not more than .50 Pegue sol¬ 
diers in Monchaboo, who, on all occasions, 
treated the Birmans with contemptuous 
arrogance. Alompra, availing himself of 
the resentment excited by some particular 
act of indignity, roused his already well- 
prepared adherents to active resistance, 
and, attacking the Peguers with irre¬ 
sistible violence, put every man of that 
nation to the sword. 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


17 


Alompra, after this act of open rebel¬ 
lion, still dissembling his real intention, 
and with a view to gain time, wrote to 
Apporaza in terms of the utmost humi¬ 
lity, expressing much contrition for what 
had happened, representing it as a sudden 
gust of intemperate violence arising from 
mutual irritation ; at the same time, la¬ 
vishly professing his attachment and fide¬ 
lity to the Pegue government. These as¬ 
surances, though they could not be ex¬ 
pected to procure an unconditional par¬ 
don, yet had the desired effect, of render¬ 
ing the Pegue governor less alert in pre¬ 
paration to reduce him; and so far was 
Alompra from being considered in a 
formidable point of view, that Apporaza, 
having urgent business at Pegue, leff Ava 
under the government of his nephew 
Dotachew, with directions to keep Alom¬ 
pra in strict confinement, as soon as he 
VOL. I. c 
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.should be brought from Monchaboo, to 
w hieh place a force, that was thought 
equal to tlie service, had been detached, 
on hearing of the massacre of the Peguers. 

Approaching the fort of Monchaboo, 
the Peguers never dreamed of meeting 
resistance, and liad come ill armed and 
equipped for encountering opposition; 
but they found the gates of the stockade 
shut against them, and heard threats of 
defiance, instead of supplications for cle¬ 
mency. Alompra did not give them lei¬ 
sure to recover from their surprise. At 
day-break the next morning he sallied 
forth at the head of' his hundred adhe¬ 
rents, and attacking the Peguers furiously 
w ^spears and swords, routed atul pur- 
suetl them for two miles. After this 
exploit he returned to his little Ibrtress, 
and lost no time in preparing for a j^et 
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more hazardous contest: he represented 
to his people, that (he^- must now resolve 
to conquer or perish; and he invited the 
Birmans of neighbouring' towns to enrol 
themselves under his standard. Some 
obeyed tJie summons, but many were 
cautious of embracing his j'et desperate 
fortune. In this affair, the number of 
Peguers defeated by Alompra is estimated 
at one tliousand. 

News of this disaster reaciiing Dota- 
chew at Ava, he seems to have acted w ith 
the most blameable irresolution ; unde¬ 
cided what measure to adopt, whether to 
march in person at the head of iiis troops, 
whi<-h did not exceed three thousand, to 
wait until a reinforcement should arrive, 
or to retreat to Prome. Whilst he “was thus 
deliberating, reports were daily received 
of some accession to the force of the ad- 
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venturer, which, though in part true, 
were greatly exaggerated by the general 
consternation that prevailed throughout 
the city. Alompra had certain intelli¬ 
gence of the state of liis interests in every 
quarter; and determined, by advancing 
boldly to Ava, to strike a decisive blow, 
before the fears of the enemy had sub¬ 
sided, and without giving time to recal 
the numerous detachments of Peguers that 
were scattered over the neighbouring 
provinces. The prudence and prompti¬ 
tude of this measure met with all the 
success it merited; Dotachew, when he 
heard of Alompra’s intention, fled from 
Ava, whilst the Birmans in tliat city rose 
on the few Peguers that either could not, 
or did not choose to accompany their 
leader; all of whom they put to death. 
Alompra, finding that Dotachew had re¬ 
treated, altered his first resolution of pr®- 
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ceeding in person to Ava, and remained 
at Monchaboo, sending his second son, 
Shembuan, to take possession of the city, 
and garrison the fort. 

These events appear to have taken 
place about the autumn of the year 1753 : 
Dotachew did not halt until he reached 
Pegue. The misfortunes of the Pegucrs 
in the remote provinces alarmed Beinga 
Della, their king, for the safety of his 
own territories, and particularly for the 
northern towns and districts of Prome, 
Keounzeik, Tamboutcrra, &c. where the 
Birmans considerably outnumbered the 
Peguers. A large force was, notwith¬ 
standing, collected at Syriam, the com¬ 
mand of which was given to Apporaza, 
who, in the month of January 175 4, sail¬ 
ed up the Irrawaddy, with a numerous 
fleet of war boats, to reduce the insur- 
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gents. At this time both the English and 
French nations had re-establishe<l their 
factories at Syriam, and, of course, had 
their separate interests. Tlic French fa¬ 
voured the Peguers, whilst the English 
leaned to the Birmans: but until the vi¬ 
cinity of their resitlenec again became 
the seat of war, neither engaged in open 
hostility: their partialities were niani- 
tested by petty assistance lent in secret, 
and supplk's clandestinely conveyetl, pro¬ 
bably more with a view to priv ate emolu¬ 
ment, than from any enlarged political 
consideration. 

When the English last took possession 
of Negrais, about the year 17 . 51 , their 
afiairswere not conducted with prudence. 
A Mr. Hunter was appointed to the su- 
perintcndancc, who is represented as a 
man of capacity, but of an unconciliating 
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and perverse disposition; the settlement, 
under his guidance, continued in a state 
of unceasing ferment: the Caffre slaves, 
wlio had been introduced for tlie purpose 
of cultivating the lands, rose upon their 
masters, and, seizing on the boats be¬ 
longing to the island, e/Fected their escape. 
When Mr. Hunter died, he was succeed¬ 
ed by the person next in rank, under 
whose auspices the interests of the infant 
colony did not improve. In addition to 
their difficulties, the new settlers became 
unhealthy : these discouragements, how¬ 
ever, did not induce them to evacuate the 
place ; but their exertions were rendered 
languid by the diminished probability of 
ultimate success. 


"Jlie season when Apporaza undertook 
his ('xpedition to reduce Alonipra, was 
the most untuvcurable for making a speedy 
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journey. During the dry months of Ja¬ 
nuary, February, March, and April, the 
waters of the Irrawaddy subside into a 
stream that is barely navigable^ ; frequent 
shoals and banks of sand retard boats of 
burthen, and a northerly wind invariably 
prevails. These obstructions, whilst they 
delayed the Peguers, gave opportunity to 
their enemies to collect the wdiole of their 
force, and arrange it in the most advan¬ 
tageous manner, to avert the impending 
danger. 

The progress of Apporaza was uninter- 


* The Ganges, at the same season of the year, ex¬ 
periences a like reduction of its waters. The head of 
the Hoogly river continues shut for some months, 
during which, boats, to reach the Ganges from Cal¬ 
cutta, arc obliged to navigate through the Sundeibunds, 
and afterwards surmount the stream with difficulty, 
owing to the impediments of numerous shallows and 
sand-banks. 
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rupted until he approached the city of 
Ava, in the neighbourhood of which small 
parties of Birmans from the adjacent 
banks, molested the boats of the Peguers 
by desultory attacks ; they, however, did 
not much impede the fleet, which con¬ 
tinued to advance. Approaching the fort, 
a summons was sent from the Pegue ge¬ 
neral to Shembuan, with a promise to 
spare his life provided he immediately 
surrendered, and threatening exemplary 
vengeance should he refuse. 

The fort of ancient Ava was of sufii- 
cient strength to maintain a protracted 
siege against an enemy inexpert in war; 
and Apporaza had good reason to suppose 
that resolution would not be wanting in 
the besieged. Shembuan replied, that he 
would defend his post to the last extre¬ 
mity. 
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Ill the meanwhile Alompra was unre¬ 
mitting in his preparations to receive the 
enemy; he had collected a considerable 
fleet at Keourn-meoum, and his army was 
recruited to the computed number ot ten 
thousand, whose confidence increased on 
the approach of danger; whilst, on the 
contrary, the troops of Apporaza were 
disheartened by the accounts of the valour 
and strength of their foes; the Pegue com¬ 
mander, therefore, Judged it moie pru¬ 
dent to lead them at once to battle, than 
to waste timi' in the operations of a siege, 
the termination of which seemed pre¬ 
carious and remote. 

With this design he left Ava in bis rear, 
and proceeded with his whole force to¬ 
wards Kcoum-meoum, where he found 
Alompra prepared to give him battle: 
an engagement ensued; the contest was 
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chiefly confined to tiie flt'ets, whilst small 
parties of either army skirmished on shore. 
The action is said to have been obstinate 
and bloody: at length the Peguers, oji a 
report being spread that Shembuan had 
left the fort of Ava, and was advancing 
to attack their rear, gave way, and fled 
with precipitation. Numbers were slaugh¬ 
tered in the retreat, and Shembuan, issu¬ 
ing from the fort of Ava, completed their 
overthrow; Alompra pursued (he fugi¬ 
tive Peguers as far as the city of Sembew- 
Ghewn, after which he returned to Mon- 
chaboo. Apporaza, with the remains of 
his army, retired to the province of 
Pegue. 

ITie power of the Peguers now seemed 
hastening to its wane : yet, notwithstand¬ 
ing the recent check they had received, 
fresh preparations were made to prosecute 



28 


EMBASSY TO AVA. 


the war. At this time, either real or 
pretended caution impelled them to a 
measure, not less repugnant to humanity 
than, as the event proved, injurious to 
their own interests. It was alleged, that 
a conspiracy had been formed against the 
Pegue government, by their aged prisoner, 
the dethroned monarch of the Birmans, 
which had been discovered when on the 
point of execution. All the principal men 
of the Birman nation were supposed to be 
confederated in the plot; and little for¬ 
mality was used to ascertain whether the 
accusation was true or false. On the 13 th 
of October the Peguers rose, and, having 
first slain the unhappy monarch, slaugh¬ 
tered indiscriminately several hundred Bir¬ 
mans, sparing neither age nor sex. ITiese 
sanguinary acts were as cruelly retaliated. 
The Birmans, though subdued, were 
still veiy numerous in the towns and dis- 
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tricts of Prome, Keounzeik, Loonzay, 
.and Denoobew. Exasperated at the mur¬ 
der of their monarch, and the fate of their 
brethren, they flew to arms, and, with a 
barbarity nothing inferior to that which 
had been exercised by the Peguers, exact¬ 
ed a severe retribution. Prome, Denoo¬ 
bew, Loonzay, &c. changed masters, and 
their garrisons tell the victims of revenge. 

During these transactions, the Birman 
adventurer was sedulously employed in 
improving his good fortime. The eldest 
son of the late deposed and murdered 
king, hearing that Alompra had raised the 
standard of revolt, returned to Moncha- 
boo, and with a sect of brave and attach¬ 
ed people, called Quois^, that inhabited 
an eastern province-f of the empire, joined 

* By some, Yoos, 

^ Called Miuldora, east of Ava. 
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the fortunes of the adventurer. ITiis 
young man, intoxicated by the successes 
of his party, had the imprudence to as¬ 
sume the distinctions of royalty, and at¬ 
tempt to exercise sovereign sway, as his 
hereditary right. Such edaims, liowever, 
were wholly incompatible with the \iew.s 
of the ambitious chief, whose opposition 
soon cominced the prince, not only ot’ 
the futility of his hopes, but likewise that, 
having harboured them, his own person 
was no longer secure; he theret’ore se- 
cretlj withdrew, and again sought an 
asylum among the Siamese. I'his step 
so enraged Alompra, that, under pretence 
of a conspiracy, he caused near a thou¬ 
sand of the Quois to be put to death. 

These events occupied the greater part 
of the year 1754 , which was drawing to 
a close, when Beinga Della, having made 
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fresh levies, marched from Fegue, accom¬ 
panied by his brother, to retrieve the late 
disgraceful defeats. The king proceeded 
with all expedition towards Denoobcw 
and Loonzay; the Birmans, on his ap¬ 
proach, evacuated those towns anti hod. 
'riiePcguers then advanced toProme, a city 
well-defended by a solid wall, a dee])t’o&sc, 
and a strong stt)cka{lc. In this fortress the 
Birmans prepared to make a resolute de¬ 
fence, and wrote to Aloinpra to acquaint 
him of their situation, entreating Itim at 
the same time to come to their aid with all 
possible dispatch. Beinga I>cl]a dro\ e in 
tht' straggling Birmans that defended the 
banks of the river ; a gi'iieral as.sault fol¬ 
low ed, which was \igorotisIy repulsed by 
the besieged ; the Peguers then altered the 
mode of attack into a blockade; and, 
findjiig tiiat th{* garrison could only act on 
the defensitc, J^cinga Della dispatched 
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part of his fleet and army up the river, as 
far as Melloon, in order to cut off sup¬ 
plies from the northward, and afford his 
own people more convenient subsistence. 

Alompra, although at this time threat¬ 
ened with an attack from the fugitive 
prince, and the exasperated Quois, on 
receiving intelligence of the blockade of 
Prome, immediately detached Meinlaw 
Tzezo*, an officer of distinction, with 
36 war boats, to the assistance of the 
garrison. This general, notwithstanding 
his force was far inferior to that of the 
enemy, boldly engaged the advanced 
guard at Melloon, and drove them back 
to Prome ; but, finding himself unequal to 
contend openly against the main body of 
the Peguers, he threw himself, by a skil¬ 
ful manoeuvre, with a considerable supply 


* Grandfather of the present Viceroy of Pegue. 
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of men and provisions, into the fort; a 
few of his boats only falling into the 
hands of the enemy, whilst the remainder 
effected their retreat to a place of secu¬ 
rity. 

Forty days are said to have elapsed, 
without any material advantage on the 
part of the besiegers. The danger being 
past that threatened from the eastward, 
Alompra had, during this interval, col¬ 
lected the choicest of his troops, and, 
leaving the care of Monchaboo and Ava 
to his two eldest sons, proceeded down 
the river at the head of a formidable fleet, 
with a rapidity that equally tended to im¬ 
press the enemy with dread, and inspire 
his own soldiers with confidence. Tlie 
attack w'as not delayed beyond the hour 
of his arrival; the Peguers were quickly 
driven from a stockade which they had 

VOL. I, t> 
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erected on the north side of the fort; but 
the hottest action took place between tiie 
fleets : instead of an ineflectual fire from 
ill-directed musquetiy, the boats closed, 
and the highest personal prowess \Yas 
evinced on both sides; knives, spears, and 
swords, were their weapons ; after a Icftig 
and_ bloody contest, victory declared for 
the Birmans, whilst the vanquished Pe- 
guers sought safety in a precipitate flight. 

Alompra, who never failed diligently 
to improve his advantages, suflered no 
time to elapse in inaction ; proceeding to 
Loonzay, he found the town evacuated, 
and, on taking possession, changed its 
name to Mayali-oun, signi tying rapid con¬ 
quest, by which it is at present known ; 
and such was the terror of his arms, that 
a body of his troops advanced witlun a 
few leagues of Persaim, or Bassicn, u,n-; 
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molested by the enemy, who did not at¬ 
tempt even to retard their progress. 

The report of this disaster spread ge¬ 
neral consternation throughout the Pegue 
dominions; the fugitives that escaped 
gave such accounts, as the facts, exagge¬ 
rated by their fears, might be supposed to 
dictate ; a general insurrection of all the 
Birman subjects subordinate to the Pegue 
government was apprehended ; and cer¬ 
tain information of plots and conspiracies 
proved that these fears were not ground¬ 
less. 'ITie Pegue king, who had retreated 
to Bassien, left that place by night, and 
retired to Pegue; his adherents, thus 
abandoned and terrified, thought of no¬ 
thing but their own security; every man 
pursued what he judged the safest track; 
and so universal was the panic, that, on 
the 17th of February, the town and fort 
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of Persaim were completely deserted, the 
fu^tives having first set fire to several 
houses, and consumed the public store¬ 
rooms, in which was deposited a large 
quantity of grain. 

On the morning of the 23d, an advanced 
party of the Birman fleet came in sight ; 
shortly after, a body of about 250 men 
landed, and marched up to a small fac¬ 
tory* occupied by the English. These 
people were well armed, according to the 
country manner; but, not appearing to 
entertain hostile intentions against any 
except the Peguers, the English superin- 
tendant. Captain Baker, received them 
with confidence, and, in the character of 

* This factory, under the control of the resident at 
Negrais, consisted of a few store-houses, erected near 
the river, for tlie purpose of facilitating the timber 
trade. 
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a peaceable trader, solicited protection 
for the servants and property of the India 
Company: his request was granted; nei¬ 
ther depredation nor insult were offered 
to the English, About noon the Birmans 
departed, having first set fire to what re¬ 
mained of the town, and destroyed part 
of the stockade; they directed their route 
back to Kioukhouii, a town situated on 
the mouth of that branch of the great 
river that leads to Bassien and Negrais. 

From this time until the 12th of March, 
freqiient skirmishes took place between 
small parties of the Birmans and Peguers, 
in which the latter were generally worsted ; 
an ineffectual attempt was made to re¬ 
possess and defend Bassien, by the late 
Chekey, or Lieutenant, the' man who had 
been second in authority whilst the place 
was subject to the Pegue government. 

JD 3 
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The seat of war was now likely to be 
confined to the mouths of navigable rivers, 
and the numerous creeks and canals that 
intersect the lower provinces of Pegue, 
and communicate between the larger 
streams; a vessel of burthen, provided 
with guns, and worked by a few Euro¬ 
peans, became a formidable foe to the 
open war-boats of the natives, though 
well manned, and conducted with skill 
and courage. Alompra, who was at this 
time at Loonzay, or Mayah-oun, formed 
a right estimation of the advantage to be 
derived from an alliance with nations so 
well versed in the arts of maritime war; 
in order, therefore, to engage the good 
offices of the English, or at least stipulate 
for their neutrality, he sent a deputation 
to JSIr. Brooke, resident at Negrais, and 
at that time chief of all the English fac¬ 
tories. 
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Oft the 13 th of March, a fleet of twenty- 
five Birman boats arrived at Bassien, hav¬ 
ing on board two Birman deputies, ac¬ 
companied by an Armenian and a Mus¬ 
sulman as interpreters. These personages 
brought a letter from Alompi’a, directed 
to Mr. Brooke, couched in terms of fi’iend- 
ship ; but, not deeming it prudemt to ven¬ 
ture vv'ith so sjnall a force through the 
Pegue districts to Negrais, the English 
superintendant undertook to forward a 
copy of the letter, whilst the ileputies re¬ 
turned to a secure post up the river, at 
no great distance from Bassien, there to 
wait an answer, which was expected in 
four or five da}s, 

At the expiration of the computed time, 
the schooner, that had been dispatched to 
Negrais, returned, bringing an order from 
ISIr. Brooke to Captain Baker, to accom- 
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pany the deputies to Negrais, and to repair 
thither as speedily as possible; the depu¬ 
tation accordingly left Bassien on the igth 
of March 1755, and reached N^rais on 
the 22d, at night. 

The business of the deputies was not 
concluded until the 26th ; when, having 
received an answer to Alompra’s letter, 
and their final dismission, they departed, 
attended by Captmn Baker. Approaching 
Bassien, they were astonished to find the 
place in the hands of the enemy. A de¬ 
tachment of 3000 Peguers, in 6o war- 
boats, had arrived during their absence; 
and on the 26th, engaged and captured 
all the boats that waited to convoy the 
deputies to their master. Captain Baker, 
finding it impracticable to proceed, con¬ 
ducted the deputies back to Negrais, 
where they returned on ihd 3d of April, 
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purposing to wait the occurrence of some 
more favourable opportunity. 

The impediments that had thus pre¬ 
vented the return of the deputies were of 
short duration. On the 2 1st of April 1 755, 
the Peguers received certain intelligence 
that Alompra had attacked Apporaza, in 
his camp at Synyangong, and that their 
countrymen had suffered a total defeat; 
their own numbers being greatly dimi¬ 
nished by desertion, Bassien became no 
longer a place of safety; they judged it 
therefore most prudent to withdraw to¬ 
wards Syriam. On the 23 d, the ruins of 
the town, and its vicinity, were com¬ 
pletely evacuated, and the navigation 
of the river again opened to the Bir¬ 
mans. 


The retreat of these troops was well 
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timed; several detached parties of Birmans 
appeared on the subsequent days; and on 
the 28th, a body of looo men arrived at 
Bassien, a small number by land, the rest 
by water, with 40 war-boat^; they ex¬ 
perienced no resistance, and made a few 
prisoners. A strong convoy was sent 
down to Negrais to escort the deputies, 
who now pursued their journey without 
molestation ; they returned on the 3d of 
June to Bassien, and left it on the 5th, 
with a letter from the resident at Negrais 
to Alompra, who had reached Dagon^ 
early in the preceding month. 

The victory gained by Alompra at Sy- 
nyangong, in the end of April, was de¬ 
cisive : the Peguers, disheartened, fled to 

^ Now called Rangoon. Dagon is the name of a 
t elebrated temple, a bhort distance fiom the present 
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Syriam ; and many did not halt until they 
reached Peguc. Among the latter was 
Apporaza, who left the defence of Syriam 
to a relation of the king of Pegue. The 
fortifications consisted of a feeble rampajrt, 
protected by a palisade, and an incon¬ 
siderable fosse, almost dry. Light as such 
obstacles would appear to regular troops, 
they presented a formidable opposition to 
the desultory attacks of an undisciplined 
rabble. 

The French and English factones at 
Syriam were at this time in a state of 
rivalry, such as might be expected from 

i 

the spirit of natioixal emulation, and tlic 
avidity of traders on a narrow scale: the 
situation of both became at this juncture 
highly critical; danger approached, from 
which they could not hope to be entirely 
exempt. It was not to be expected that 
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they would be sufJered to remain in neu¬ 
tral tranquillity, indifferent spectators of 
so serious a contest: it therefore became 
necessary to adopt some decided line of 
conduct, in order to avoid being consi¬ 
dered as a common enemy, whilst the 
contending powers seemed equally anxious 
to attach them. In this difficult situation 
neither the French nor the English seem 
to have acted with, policy or candour; 
and the imprudence of certain individuals 
finally involved others, as well as them¬ 
selves, in fatal consequences. 

Monsieur Bourno, the chief of the 
French factory, in the interest of the Pe- 
guers, but apprehensive of the power, and 
dreading the success of the Birmans, had 
recourse to dissimulation, and endeavoured 
to steer a middle course. Under pretence 
of occupying a station where he could 
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more effectually aid the Peguers, he em¬ 
barked on board a French ship, and, with 
two other vessels belonging to his nation, 
drotpped down from Syriam, and moored 
in the stream of the Rangoon river. Find¬ 
ing, soon after, that Alompra was likely 
to be victorious, he determined, if pos¬ 
sible, to secure an interest in that quarter. 
With this intent, he quitted his ship, ac¬ 
companied by two of his countrymen, 
and proceeded in a boat to Dagon, where 
Alompra received him with marks of dis¬ 
tinction and kindness; but on the second 
day after the departure of Monsieur 
Boumo, the officer whom he left in charge 
of the ship during his absence, in concert 
with a missionary who had long resided 
at the factory, either impelled by fear, or 
prevailed upon by some secret influence, 
weighed anchor suddenly, and returned 
to the Peguers at Syriam, without per- 
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mission from his commander, or even ad¬ 
vising him of his intention. 

So extraordinary a step surprised Alom- 
pra exceedingly; he taxed Boumo with 
deceit; the Frenchman protested his own 
innocence, and argued the improbability 
of his assenting to any such measure 
whilst he remained in the Birman camp. 
He sent an order to his officers to return ■ 
immediately; an injunction that was dis¬ 
regarded by them, under plea of- their 
commander being a prisoner. He then 
^•equested leave from Alompra to go in 
person, and bring back the ship ; to this, 
the king consented, on condition of 1^15*;, 
ing one of his attendants (Lavine, ayotilh) 
as an hostage for his certain return. 


From the procedure of Mr. Brooke, re¬ 
sident at Negrais, in his reception of the 
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Birman deputies, and the aid of military 
stores sent by him to the Birmans, tJie 

English, when it became necessary to 

% 

avow the side they meant to espouse, 
seem to have declared explicitly for the 
Birmans; and this principle was adopted 
not only by the resident at Negrais, but 
also by the factory at Syriam. The Hunter 
schooner, belonging to the India C’oin- 
pany, the Elizabeth, a country ship, com¬ 
manded by Captain Swain, and two other 
vessels, left Syriam in the month of May. 
and joined the Birmans at Dagon. In the 
beginning of .Tunc, the Company’s snow. 
Arcot, bound to Negrais, commanded by 
a Captain Jackson, and having on-board 
Mr. Whitchill, a gentleman in the sei*vice 
of the East India Company, proceeding to 
Negrais in an official capacity,- put into 
the Rangoon rivef, through stress of wea¬ 
ther. A boat that had been sent in to 
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fetch a pilot returned, with an account of 
the state of afiairs; and brought a letter, 
and an invitation from Alompra to Cap¬ 
tain Jackson, to carry his vessel up to 
JDagon, promising him every aid that the 
place a^orded. 

On the 6th of June the Arcot reached 
Dagon, and Mr. Whitehill went on shore 
to pay his respects to the Birman king, 
by whom he was received in a manner 
that gave no apparent cause for com¬ 
plaint. 

After the defeat of the Peguers at 
Synyangong, and the acquisition of Da¬ 
gon by Alompra, the English ships sailed 
from Syriam voluntarily, and came to 
Dagon to assist the Birmans, in confor¬ 
mity to the evident determination of Mr. 
Brooke, whose reception of the Birman 
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deputies, together with his subsequent con¬ 
duct, clearly evinced his friendly intentions 
towards that nation. Until the arrival of 
the Arcot, with Mr. Jackson and Mr .White- 
hill, no subject of offence seems to have 
been given to the English by the Birmans. 

A short time previous to the arrival of 
the Arcot, Apporaza returned from Pegue 
to Syriam, and reassumed the command ; 
he had been made acquainted ■with the ne¬ 
gotiation carrying on between Mr. Brooke 
at Negrais and the deputies of Alompra; 
and, in order to counteract its effects, 
commenced a secret correspondence with 
Captain Jackson. His arguments seem to 
have strongly influenced that gentleman, 
and given a decided bias in his favour. 
Ground of accusation was soon found 
against the Birmans; personal ill treat¬ 
ment w^as heavily complained of, which 

von. I. E 
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the tenour of Mr. Jackson’s dispatches 
does not satisfactorily establish. 

An attempt was shortly after made by 
the Peguers to surprise the Birman camp, 
and recover Dagon. Notwithstanding the 
land forces marched by night, and the fleet 
advanced with celerity, increased by a ra¬ 
pid tide, they were discovered in time for 
the Birmans to prepare for their reception. 
The boats first arriving, were repulsed by 
a heavy fire from the banks, w liich were 
lined with Birman troops. The post of 
Dagon could only be taken on the side of 
tire land by a resolute assaidt. The at¬ 
tack of the Peguers was feeble and inef¬ 
fectual ; disheartened by the failure of 
their fleet, and destitute of able leaders, 
they soon abandoned their enterprize. An 
irregular fire of musquetry continued 
until noon, when the Peguers retreated 
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to Syriam, little loss being sustained on 
either side. 

During tins spiritless contest the Eng¬ 
lish maintained a perfect neutrality, not 
a shot being discharged from any of tlic 
ships; a circumstance that tended to 
create suspicion in the minds of the Bir¬ 
mans : their distrust, how'cver, seems to 
have been lulled by assurances of friend¬ 
ship, and probably by the expectation of 
a supply of cannon and stores from Ise- 
grais, \\ hieli Mr. Brooke had announee*! 
liis intention of sending under care of 
Messrs. Baker and North, whom h(‘ 
meant to depute to the Birman king. 
Alompra had, a short time before, left 
Dagon to quell a disturbance in the north¬ 
ern proAinces, caused by the Quois and 
Siamese; ^^ho, taking advantage of lus 
absence, had invaded his country, and 
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excited an insurrection of the inhabitants 
in favour of the fugitive son of the ancient 
monarch. The .suclticn appearance of the 
victorious chief disconcerted his enemies; 
lie soon reduced tlie disobedient, and 
obliged the Siamese to retire \\ ithin their 
own frontiers. 

Previous to his departure fi'oin Dagon, 
Alompra laid the foundation of the town 
now so well known by the name of Ran¬ 
goon, or Dzangoon, w hich signifies vic¬ 
tory achieved. Here stood, in former 
days, a large and populous city, called in 
the Pali, or sacred language, Singoun- 
terra; the .site of which Alompra dili¬ 
gently explored, and raised on its ruins 
tlie present flourishing sea-port of the 
Pegue dominions. Dagon, often called 
Shoe Dagon, or the golden Dagon, is a 
name peculiar to the temple; a noble edi- 
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lice, three miles distant from the banks of 
the river. MVhcii Alompra left his camp, 
he appointed Meinla-Mcingoun, an offi¬ 
cer of approved reputation and valour, to 
command in his absence. 

The clandestine negotiations between 
the English and Peguers appear to have 
been renew ed after this action ; several 
messages passed, in whicJi a fresh attack 
on the Birmans was concerted, and the 
aid of the Company’s ships promised to 
the Peguers, who were thus to be be¬ 
friended by the whole European force, 
both French and English. Confiding in 
their new allies, and assured of victory, 
the war-boats of the Peguers, during the 
night, dropped down the Peguc river, and 
with the French ships moored in the 
stream of the Irrawaddy*, waiting the 


* The tiJiiic o{ the grcjt livcr of Ava. This branch 
C 3 
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return of tide to carry them to Rangoon. 
Dawn of day discovered them to the Bir¬ 
mans, whose general immediately sent for 
the English gentlemen, to consult on the 
best means of defence. At this interview, 
the Birmans candidly acquainted Mr. 
Whitehill how ill satisfied they were with 
the conduct of the English commanders 
during the late action, and desired a pro¬ 
mise of more active assistance on the pre¬ 
sent occasion : Mr. Whitehill replied, that 
without the Company’s orders he was not 
authorized to commence hostilities on any 
nation; but if the Peguers fired on the 
English ships, it would be considered as 
an act of aggression, and resented accord¬ 
ingly. How much it is to be lamented, 
that such prudent and equitable principles 
were not better observed! the departure 

«s often called the Rangoon river, to distinguish it 
from that which leads to Bassicn. 
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t'rom them affixed a stain on the national 
honour, which the lapse of more than 
forty years has not been able to expunge. 

The Pegue force W’as, on this occasion, 
highly formidable ; it consisted of two 
large I'Vciich ships, and an armed snow' 
belonging to the king of Pegue, with 200 
Teilee, or war-boats. On the approach 
of this armament, the Birmans manifested 
their apprehensions, by repeating their 
entreaties to the English. Owing to the 
time of the tide, it was noon before the 
Pegue boats could advance. When w itli- 
in cannon shot, the French ships came to 
anchor, and opened their guns, whilst a 
brisk'discharge of musquetry was poured 
from the Pegue boats on the Birman fleet, 
that, for the most part, had taken shelter 
in a creek, and were protected by the 
lire kept up from a grove of mangoo trees. 
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on the banks of the river, in possession 
of the Birmans, arotmd w’^hich they had 
raised temporary works, and erected a 
battery of a few pieces of ship cannon, 
which, from being ill-served, did little 
execution. At this juncture the English 
ships Hunter, Arcot, and Elizabeth, com¬ 
menced a fire on the Birman fleet. Thus 
assailed by unexpected foes, the Birmans 
were obliged to abandon their boats, and 
take shelter in the grove. Had the Pe- 
guers improved the critical opportunity, 
and pursued their advantage ^ ith resolu¬ 
tion, this action might haA'e retrieved their 
declining interests, and restored to them 
posses.sion of the lower provinces. Jn 
vain the Europeans persuaded them to 
attempt the capture qf the Birman fleet; 
too timid to expose themselves to a close 
discharge of musquetry from the grove, 
they were contented with the eclat of 
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having compelled the enemy to retreat 
from their boats, and the rest of the day 
was spent in distant random firing. During 
the night the English ships removed out of 
the reach of small arms, two men being 
killed on board the Arcot. The Peguers 
kept their situation for some days, during 
which much irregular skirmishing passed ; 
•when, having exhausted their ammunition 
without advancing their cause, the Peguers 
thought fit to return to Syriam, accom¬ 
panied by the English and French ships, 
leaving the Birmans in possession of the 
fortified grove, and the lines of the newly- 
projected town. 

Apporaza, -who held the chief command 
at Syriam, received the English with 
every mark of respect; and, judging this 
a favourable opportunity to regain the 
Alliance of their nation, he wrote to Mr. 
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Brooke at Negrais, inviting him to come 
in person to Syriam, and there settle terms 
of permanent connection. Mr. Brooke, 
in letters of a friendly tenour, excused 
himself from personal attendance, and 
requested that Mr. Whitehill might be 
suticred to proceed to his station at Ne¬ 
grais, and the Company’s ships permitted 
to pursue their voyage to the same place; 
whither he ordered the several comman¬ 
ders immediately to repair. The com¬ 
pliance of Apporaza with this request de¬ 
monstrated liis ardent desire to recover tlie 
good will of the English. Mr. Whitehill 
left Syriam, escorted by 20 armed boats, 
and, proceeding through the rivers, reached 
Negrais on the 20th of August: the Hun¬ 
ter schooner sailed on the 20th of Sep-, 
tember folloAving, the Arcot being delayed 
for some necessary repairs. 
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Whilst these matters were agitating at 
Dagoni Mr. Brooke was advancing his 
inegotiations with Alompra; Captain Ba¬ 
ker and Lieutenant North were delegated, 
w ith presents, and instructions, to con¬ 
clude a treaty of amity and alliance with 
the Birman monaroh. 

It has been already mentioned, that 
Alompra was under the necessity of leav¬ 
ing his post at Dagon about the middle of 
June, in order to suppress an insurrection 
of his own sulyects, and repel the Siamese: 
the object of his expedition was attained 
wdth little dilliculty; and he had the ad¬ 
ditional satisfaction to learn, that his arms 
had been successful in Cassay, the inha¬ 
bitants of w'hieh, taking advantage of the 
unsettled state of the empire, had thrown 
off their dependence, lliis country is 
separated from the kingdom of the Bir- 
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mans on the north-west by the river Keen- 
duem, which, taking a south-east course, 
unites its waters with those of the Irra¬ 
waddy, a short way above the town of 
Sembew-ghewn. About the time that 
Alompra left Ava to relieve Prome, he 
detached a body of troops across the river, 
under the command of a distant relation, 
to chastize the Cassayers: these people 
had, for ages past, tasted the sweets of 
independence only at intervals, \Aiien the 
contests of the Birman and Peguc powers 
left them no leisure to enforce obedience. 
Thus accustomed to the yoke, though 
always ready for i*cvolt, they were quickly 
reduced to submission; the prince, or 
rajah, who resided at hlunnepoora, the 
capital of Cassay, sued for peace, which 
was concluded on terms advantageous to 
the Birmans; and, as is the custom, a 
young man and young woman of the 
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kindred of the rajah were delivered as 
hostages for the due observance of the 
compact. 

The English deputation proceeded in 
boats slowly up the river, which, at that 
season of the year, is swelled by mountain 
torrents, and the navigation rendered dif¬ 
ficult by the rapidity of the stream. A 
short distance above Prome, they met a 
detachment, commanded by a Boomien, 
or general of rank, in its route to Dagon; 
it consisted of eighty boats, and -4000 
troops, to reinforce the army acting against 
the Peguers. Captain Baker had an in¬ 
terview with the chief, wlio expressed 
sanguine hopes of reducing Syriani, and 
destroying the French ships that had as¬ 
sisted the Peguers. 

The late extraordinary conduct of the 
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English shipping at Dagon was no very- 
favourable introduction to the delegates; 
nor did Captain Baker escape reproach 
for transactions in which he certainly had 
no share. To increase his embarrassment, 
he had the misfortune, the day after he 
parted with the detachment, to lose his 
colleague, Lieut, North, who died at 
Roung-yooah, of a dysentery and fever. 
Captain Baker afterwards piirsued his 
voyage, accompanied only by the Bir¬ 
mans. On the 8th of September he 
I'eached Ava, lately the metropolis of the 
empire. Alompra, partial to the scene of 
his first success, had rcmov(“d the seat of 
government to IMonchaboo, which he 
constituted his capital, and fixed on as 
the place of his future residence. At Ava 
Captain Baker was civilly entertained by 
the Governor; on the I2th he reached 
Keoum-meoum, situated on the west bank 
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of the Irrawaddy, and on the 10th received 
a summons to attend “ the golden feet^.” 
Leaving his boats, at noon the following 
day he proceeded by land to the royal 
presence; his reception was conducted 
witli as much pomp and parade, as a king 
so recently elevated to his honours, and 
seated on a throne so imperfectly esta¬ 
blished, was ca f)able of displaying. During 
this interview the new monarch, in his 
conversation, gave a striking instance of 
that intoxication \n hich usually attends an 
unexpected and recent rise to power: A’et 
his vain boastings w ere not accompanied 
by any mark of personal contempt or in¬ 
dignity to C/aptain Baker. He vaunted of 
his victories, and the extent of his empu e, 
in a style of presumptuous vanity equal 
to the arrogance of Xerxes ; he upbraided 

* A Biiniiin cvpicbsion, u'sed to denott the Impnij. 


piesence. 



64 


EMBASSY TO AVA. 


our national character in the affiiir of the 
shipping at Dagon, alleging that he had 
treated the English with kindness, which 
they repaid by perfidiously breaking the 
promise given to him on his departure 
from Dagon. To these reproaches Cap¬ 
tain Baker could only reply by expres¬ 
sions of regret; and a solemn declaiation, 
that Mr. Brooke, so far from having au¬ 
thorized, knew nothing of such proceed¬ 
ings. Alompra listened to his assurances 
with more complacency than could well 
be expected from a despot who had waded 
to a throne through the blood of Ins ene¬ 
mies. 

At a second audience, a few days sub¬ 
sequent to the first, his Majesty dictated 
a letter, addressed to Mr. Brooke, in which 
he granted permission to the Company to 
establish factories at Dagon and Bassicn; 
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having determined on the total demolition 
of Syriam. Captain Baker made a further 
requisition of the Island of Negrais. Al¬ 
though this desire was not refused, the 
formal assignment was postponed, owing 
to a domestic misfortune, which gave the 
King much uneasiness; but as it was his 
Majesty’s intention shortly to repair to 
Rangoon, to conduct in person the Pegue 
war, the completion of the grant was de¬ 
ferred to a future opportunity. Captain 
Baker, having obtained his dirinission, set 
out for Keoum-mcoum, and on the 2<jth 
of September embarked to return to Ne¬ 
grais. 

AVhilst friendship and union were thus 
likely to be established between the Bir¬ 
mans and the settlement at Negrais, the 
Peguers hazarded another attempt on the 
Birman post at Dagon, and w^ere again 
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assisted bj the Arcot, and two private 
English ships, which, it is probable, on 
this occasion might have acted, in some 
degree, under cornpulsatory influence. 
Three English and one French ship, with 
300 armed boats, constituted the Pegue 
force by water; and 10,000 men marched 
by land, to attack the heights at Dagon, 
and the fortified grove. The Birmans, 
w ith considerable ingenuity, constructed 
fire-rafts, consisting of a number of boats 
fastened together, and filled with com¬ 
bustible materials: these rafts were floated 
down a strong spring-tide to where the 
•ships lay at anc hor, and directed with 
such skill and eflect, as to oblige them to 
slip their cables and get under weigh, the 
French ship narroAvly escaping destruction. 
ITiis manoeuvre effectually removed the 
vessels for that tide, and prevented a co¬ 
operation with the land forces, who, thus 
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deprived of the support on which they 
chiefly depended, made an inefiectual 
charge on the Birman works; they were 
easily repulsed, and, with the fleet and 
army, retreated to Syriam, whence they 
never dared to hazard another enterprize. 

The afiairs of the Pegoers were in this 
desperate state w hen Aloinpra returned 
victorious from Ava his presence ani¬ 
mated his own arm}', and spread a heavier 
cloud over the unfortunate Taliens*. He 
ininiediatcU changed the plan of ope¬ 
ration : instead of M'aiting at I)agon, in 
fortified posts, the attack of the Peguers, 
he, in turn, became the assailant, and 
leaving the great river, boldb' advanced 
lus boats to the mouth of the S\riain 
stream ; thereby cutting off' ail commu¬ 
nication v\ ith the sea, and the countries 

Xlic Bjinians <all the Pcgueis T-thcns. 
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to the west of Rangoon. Apporaza about 
this time retired from Syriam to Pegue, 
leaving his former station to be main¬ 
tained by the chief W’oon, or Woongee, of 
the Pegue empire. Permission liad pre¬ 
viously' been given to (he English ships to 
depart with the (Company's stores. Mons. 
Bourno, the French resident, continued 
at Syriam, m here, huA ing moored his 
vessel close to tlic factory, he prepared to 
defend himself. The tide in the Ran¬ 
goon river rises to an uncommon height; 
the river of Pegue, or, as it is often called, 
of Syriam, being fed by the influx of the 
sea, through the Rangoon river, sinks at 
low ebb into an inconsiderable stream. 
The French ship, when the water retired, 
touched the ground, wliilst the Birmans, 
profiting by her unmanageable state, during 
tlie recess of tide, brought gun-boats to 
bear in such a direction, as to annoy her 
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without exposing themselves. This ju¬ 
dicious mode of atUick proved successful; 
the ship was quickly disabled, and Mons. 
Bourno, finding the post untenable, wrote 
a letter to Aloinpru, apologizing for his 
former conduct, and making fresh over¬ 
tures of accommodation. The correspond¬ 
ence was either discovered or suspected 
by the Peguers, w ho suddenly removed 
Mons. Bourno and his adherents into the 
fort of Syrian!, before the piu'poscd ne¬ 
gotiation had time to be completed. 

Alompra immediately took possession 
of the evacuatt'd factory and vessel; after 
w'hich he seemed desirous of attaining his 
object of Syrian!, rather by blockade ai!d 
famine than by hostile approaches ; with¬ 
out attempting to a'-sault the place, he 
continued in its vieiuit} until the month 
of July 1 75t5. By such apparent inactivity 
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on the part of the Birmans, the garrison 
was lulled into fatal security: Alompra, 
seizing a favourable opportunity, crossed 
the ditch in the dead of night, carried the 
outworks without resistance, and soon 
made himself master of the fort. Tlic com¬ 
mandant, and the greater part of the gar¬ 
rison, favoured by the darkness, escaped 
to Pegue; many, however, were slain, 
and all the Europeans were made pri¬ 
soners. 

It has already appeared to have been the 
determined policy of the French to espouse 
the cauht*^ of the Peguers; and had suc- 
eoiirs from Pondicherry arrived before the 
state of things became too desperate, af¬ 
fairs would probably have worne a dif¬ 
ferent aspect, and the Peguers obtained 
such an addition to their strength, as 
Would have enabled them to conclude a 
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peace on advantageous terms. But assist¬ 
ance in war, to be efiectual, must be 
timely; unless applied while the scales 
hang nearly even, it often comes too 
late, and is found, not only to be useless, 
but even productive of deeper disappoint¬ 
ment. In the present case, the I'rench 
brought those supplies, of which the Pe- 
guers had long buoj-ed themseh'Cs with 
hopes, at the rfnfortunate moment when 
the communication was cut off, when no 
relief could be conveyed to them, and all 
prospect of retrieving tlu'ir disastrous for¬ 
tunes had completely \anishcd. 

Mons. Dupliex, Governor of Pondi¬ 
cherry, a man whose comprehensive mind 
perceived with clearness whatever could 
benefit his nation, at tliis juncture deeply 
engaged in the important contest that 
was ultimately to determine the sovc- 
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reignty of the East, being aware of the 
consequence of maintaining an influence 
in Peguc, had, notwithstanding tlie exi¬ 
gencies of his own situation, equipped two 
ships, the Galathit^ and Diligent, vessels 
of force, well manned and armed, and 
sent them, with a supply of military 
stores, to the assistance of the Peguers. 
Shortly after leaving Pondicherry, they 
separated: the Galathic had a speedy 
passage ; but owing to a fatal and frequent 
error of mistaking the mf)uth of the Sitang 
river, which is a few miles to the east¬ 
ward, for that of Rangoon, she did not 
arrive at the bar until two days after 
Syriam had fallen into the hands of the 
Birmans. The boat sent by the French 
commander to bring dowm a pilot was im¬ 
mediately captured. Alompra, being ap¬ 
prized of the circumstance, ordered a pilot, 
in a country boat, to proceed to the Gala- 
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and compelled Boiirno, who was 
then under rigorous confinement, to write 
to the Captain, encouraging him to pro¬ 
ceed, and come up to Rangoon, assigning 
some frivolous excuse for the delay of the 
Galathid’s boat, wdiieli he was given to 
expect w'ould meet him on the way to 
town. The Captain imprudently became 
the dupe of this artifice; he weighed, and 
stood in with a strong flood tide, which 
in a few hours carried him to Rangoon, 
where the sudden seizure of his vessel 
prevented all possibility of retreat; the 
stores were brought on shore, and the con¬ 
signments and papers pro\cd that these 
supplies w’ere nu'ant for tlie assistance of 
the Peguers, anti directed to Beinga Della, 
and his brother Apjioraza. Alonijira be¬ 
came so incensed, that he gat e orders for 
the instant execution of Bourno, Martme, 
and the Captain and ollicei's of the Gala- 
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tliie. This sangiiinaiy mandate was obeyed 
with unrelenting promptitude ; a few sea¬ 
men and Lascars alone escaped, and these 
were preserved, for no other purpose than 
to be rendered of use in the further pro¬ 
secution of the war, and survived but to 
experience all the miseries of hopeless 
bondage. 

The Diligent was more fortunate; hav¬ 
ing separated from her consort, she met 
with adverse winds, and was obliged to 
bear away for the Nicobar Islands; this 
delay prevented her reaching her intended 
port until six weeks subsequent to the 
disaster. The caution of the Captain saved 
him from suffering a similar fate; he got 
intelligence of the massacre of liis coun¬ 
trymen in time to retire, and carried back 
news of the failure of the expedition to 
Pondicherry, whence it was impossible to 
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attempt the extension of further succour 
to the unhappy Peguers. 

The rage of the conqueror was, on tliis 
occasion, exhausted on the Freneli. Fo¬ 
reigners of other nations, who liad been 
captured in Syriam, were treated less 
rigorously; some m ho incurred liis dis¬ 
pleasure, and had reason lo dread its ef¬ 
fects, were dismissed with admonitions, 
and suffered to depart. Among tliese were 
a few English, who had not been able to 
withdraw from Syriam, before it came 
into the enemy’s possession. 

The fall of Syriam seems to have deter¬ 
mined the fate of the Peguers ; cut otF 
from communication with the western 
countries of Dalla and Rassicn, di'priAcd 
of the navigation of the Rangi’on river 
aiid the Irrawaddy, and shut out from all 
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foreign aid, their resources failed, and 
supplies by water could no longer reach 
them. The Bago Mioup, or Pegue riv’^er, 
extends a very short distance to the north 
north-cast; the tide alone renders it navi¬ 
gable ; where that influence fails, it de¬ 
generates into a streamlet which issues 
from a range of hills about forty miles 
above the cit3% remarkable only for their 
noisome and destructive atmosphere. 

Notwithstanding these discouragements, 
the Peguers prepared to sustain a siege in 
their capital, which was in a better state 
of defence than is common in countries 
where the science of war is so imperfectly 
understood. Situated on an extensive 
plain, Pegue was surrounded with a high 
and solid wall, flanked by small towers, 
and strengthened on each face by demi- 
bastions, equidistant; a broad ditch con- 
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tained about three feet depth of water; 
wells or rc.scrvoirs supplied the town; 
the stxipeudous pagoda of Shoemadoo, 
nearly centrical, built on an artifieial emi¬ 
nence, and inclosed by a substantial wall 
of brick, ser\"cd as a citadel, and afforded 
an enlarged view of the adjacent country, 
'fhe extent, however, of the works, the 
troops neoessary to defend them, and the 
number of inhabitants within the walls, 
operated to the disadvantage of the be¬ 
sieged, and aggravated the distresses they 
W'cre sliortly to endure. 

As soon as the rainy season subsided, 
and the country, wliich between Pegue 
and Syriam is low and sw'ampy, had 
emerged from the inundations of the mon¬ 
soon, Alompra ordered his General, Me- 
inla-Meingoung, to advance towards 
Pegue at the head of a body of troops. 
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A few days after he followed in person 
W'ith liis whole army; and in four marches 
they reached the vicinity of the city, 
through a country laid waste and depo¬ 
pulated. Circumvallation is a favourite 
practice of w'arfare with the Birmans, and 
famine a weapon on which they repose 
the greatest reliance. Alompra, preferring 
these to the hazard of a repulse, in an at¬ 
tempt to storm, invested Pegue witli his 
army, and erected numerous stockades, 
at once to protect his own troops, and 
pre\cnt communication with the country. 
Thus secured by his defences from sur¬ 
prize and sudden attack, fearless of any 
external enemy, and commanding the 
navigation of the river, he sat down in 
the month of January 1757, to wait the 
slow but certain effects of hunger and 
distress. 
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The fort of Pcgue was occupied by the 
royal family and the principal nobles of 
the Talicn nation. Among the highest in 
rank were Apporaza, brother of the king, 
Chouparea, his son-in-law and nephew, 
and Talabaan, a general who, on former 
occasions, had been distinguished by ren¬ 
dering his country signal services, and liad 
raised himself by his valour to tlic /irst mi¬ 
litary honours of the state. 

The Birmans, though superior in num¬ 
bers, persevered in the jiassivc system of 
reduction, and vere not to be allured 
from the protection of their stockades. 
Two months tlnis elapsed in defensive in¬ 
activity. TJie consequences, however, 
were inevitable; want, and its sure con¬ 
comitants, discontent and mutiny, began 
to rage within the walls. On this emer¬ 
gency the king summoned a council of 
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all his family and chieftains: after expa¬ 
tiating on the straits to which they were 
reduced, and tlic liopclessncss of relief, he 
declared his intention to sue for peace ; 
and further, to propitiate the conqueror, 
he proposed sending to him his only un- 
mari'ied daughter ; as such an act of 
homage alone he coiild expect to procure 
fa\'ourable terms. I’his proposal was 
listened to with sorrowful acquiescence 
by all butTalabaan, who is said to have 
cherished a secret passion for the maiden ; 
for in this country, young women of the 
highest rank are not, after the manner of 
India, precluded from the sight and con¬ 
versation of the other sex. The chief, 
w ith fiaugbty indignation, reprobated the 
di.sgraccful sacrifice, inveighing against it 
in the sharpest terms; and concluded 
with an offer to sally forth at the head of 
six hundred chosen followers, and either 
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raise the siege, and procure an honourable 
peace, or perish in the attempt; provided, 
in the event of success, the King w ould 
promise to bestow on liim his daughter, 
as the reward of valour. 

Struck with the gallantry of this pro¬ 
posal, the King apparently assented, and 
the council broke up; but Apporaza and 
the other chiefs, who long had beheld 
with jealousy the growing power and in- 
creiising fame of Talabaan, remonstrated 
against the measure, as an act still more 
derogatory to their monarch, than yield¬ 
ing his daughter as a peace-offering to a 
sovereign potentate. The King, by these 
persuasions, was prevailed upon to retract 
the conditions. Talabaan, irritated at his 
disappointment, took an opportunity of 
leaving the fort at midnight, and w ith a 
few resolute attendants forced his way 
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in safety through the Birman camp: he 
afterwards crossed the Setang river, and 
marched to Mondimaa, or Martaban, 
where his family resided. 

Two dajs after Talabaan had retired, 
the Pegue Ling, in pursuance of his first 
intention, wrote to Alompra, proposing 
peace on the Icrms which he had inti¬ 
mated to his council before the secession 
of his general. The Birman king readily 
accepted the otFered pacification. A nego¬ 
tiation was opened, which tex’minated in 
an agreement, that the Fv'gne king should 
govern his country under the stipulation 
of doing homage to the Birman monarch; 
that the ancient boundary should be ob¬ 
served ; and Promc, or Pee Miou, continue 
the frontier of the Pegue dominions to the 
north. A preliminary of these conditions 
was the surrender of the daughter of the 
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Pegue monarch to the royal victor: Ap- 
poraza, her uncle, was appointed to con¬ 
vey her to the Birman camp, where they 
were received with music, feasting, and 
every demonstration of joy and amity. 

Some days elapsed in festive ceremonies, 
during which both the besiegers and be¬ 
sieged had frequent and almost uninter¬ 
rupted intercourse; the guards on both 
sides relaxed in their vigilance, and small 
parties of Birmans found their way into 
the city, wliilst the Pegners visited the 
Birman camp without molestation or in¬ 
quiry. Alompra, who, it appears, had 
little intention of adhering to the recent 
compact, privately introduced bodies of 
armed men, with directions to secrete 
themselves w^ithin the city, until their 
services should be required ; arms and arn- 
munitio^ were also conveyed and lodged 
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in places of concealment. Matters, how¬ 
ever, Mxrc not managed with such cir¬ 
cumspection as to prevent discovery; 
Chouparca, tlic king’s nephew, received 
intimation of the meditated treachery: he 
instantly ordered the gates of the city to 
be closed, and having found out the re¬ 
positories where the \\ c.ipons w ere lodged, 
and detected many Birmans in disguise, 
he gave directions to put to death every 
man of that nation who should be found 
within the walls, and opened a fire upon 
such part of the Birman camp as was most 
exposed to the artillery of the fort. 

Hostilities now recommenced with ex¬ 
asperated fury : Apporaza with his roj’al 
niece were detained in the Birman camp; 
tlie uncle under close confinement, whilst 
the lady was consigned to the guardians 
of the female apartments. ThePeguers hav- 
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ing gained no accession to their strength, 
and added little to their stores, during the 
short interval of tranquillity, were not in 
a better condition than before to resist the 
enemy, ^flie Birmans observed the system 
of warfare which they at first adopted; so 
that in six weeks, famine had again re¬ 
duced the garrison to a deplorable state 
of wretchedness and want; the most 
loathsome reptiles were eagerly sought 
after and devoured, and the clamours of 
the soldiers could no longer be appeased. 
A few secret hoards of grain %\erc by 
chance disco\ered, and many more were 
suspected to exist; the crowd thronged 
tumultuously round the quarters of Chou- 
parea, on whom, after the secession of 
Talabaan, and the imprisonment of Aj)- 
poraza, tlie care of defending the fortress 
entirely devolved. In order to silence 
and satisfy those whom he could not rc- 
G 3 
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strain, he ordered a general search for 
grain, and granted permission to the sol¬ 
diers forcibly to enter wliatever houses fell 
under suspicion. This licence was dili¬ 
gently improved, and the house of a near 
relation of the king was discovered to 
contain more grain than cither the present 
situation of aflairs or his own wants could 
justify". The d<‘posit was demanded, and 
as resolutely refused. I'he <'rowd, autho¬ 
rized by the permission of Chouparfta, 
proceeded to lake by violence what was 
not to be obtained bj entreaty; a riot en¬ 
sued, in v\ hieh some lives were lost, and 
the prince was at length obliged to aban¬ 
don his house. Eepairing to the royal 
residence, he uttered violent invectives 
against Chouparea, whom he accused to 
the king of harbouring an intention to 
deprive his sovereign of life, and seize 
upon the imperial throne; and advised 
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his majesty rather to throw himself on the 
generosity of the besiegers, and obtain 
the best terms practicable, than hazard 
the danger to which his person and king¬ 
dom were exposed from the perfidy of a 
faithless and powerful subject, 'llie king, 
whose imbecility seems to have equalled 
his ill fortune, lent an car to the com¬ 
plaints of a man stimulated by sudden 
rage and personal jealousy : the unliappy 
and distracted monarch resolved to pursue 
his counsel; but being too timid openly 
to avow his weakness and suspicion, he 
sent secret proposals to Alompra to sur¬ 
render the city to him, stipulating for life 
alone, and leaving the rest to the dis¬ 
cretion of the conqueror- According to 
the plan agreed on, the Birmans advanced 
to the gates, which were immediately de¬ 
serted : the Peguers fled in the utmost 
panic; many escaped in the confusion ; 
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the P^guc king was made prisoner, and 
the city given up to indiscriminate plun¬ 
der. 

Alompra, having thus triumphed over 
his natural enemy, and to all appearance 
given a final blow to the Peguers, who, 
with their city, and their sovereign, lost 
the spirit of resistance, proceeded to bring 
into subjection the countries to the east¬ 
ward, including the fertile districts situate 
between Pegue and the Three Pagodas; 
which were the ancient boundaries of the 
Pegue and Siam, or Yoodra, territories. 
Talabaan had fled to Martaban, where his 
influence was still considerable, and his 
enterprizing spirit rendered him an enemy 
not to be despised. This chief, on the ap¬ 
proach of Alompra, finding that he had 
not force sufficient to oppose the Birmans, 
fled into the woods, leaving behind him 
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some of his family, and many persons who 
were attached to his cause. Alompra 
seized on these, and, conformably to the 
barbarous custom of nations of the East, 
the innocent were cotidemncd to suffer for 
the guilty: the unfortunate Talabaan was 
summoned to surrender, and menaces of 
destruction, in case of refusal, were held 
out against such of his family and ad¬ 
herents as had fallen into the conqueror’s 
power. The danger to which his dearest 
connections thus became exposed, sup¬ 
pressed in Talabaan’s mind all personal 
apprehension; he surrendered himself a 
voluntary prisoner, to preserve those whom 
he loved more than life. When brought 
into the royal presence, with unshaken 
but respectful resolution, he demanded the 
release of his friends, and his own sen¬ 
tence. Alompra, struck with such an 
instance of magnanimity, generously for- 
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gave him, and ordered the captives to be 
liberated. He afterwards raised Talabaan 
to a distingxiished station in his own ser¬ 
vice ; ^the duties of which that general 
executed during tlie reign of Alompra 
with strict fidelity, although he was after¬ 
wards instrumental in exciting a rebellion 
against his successor. 

The English interests in India were at 
this time suspended in a doubtful scale; 
little could be spared from the coast of 
Coromandel, then the theatre of most im¬ 
portant struggles, to aid distant colonies, 
and support precarious projects ; Negrais 
was in consequence neglected, though not 
yet abandoned. The Talien or Pegue 
government, by the surrender of their ca¬ 
pital, being now extinct, it became neces¬ 
sary for foreigners to conciliate the new 
sovereign. Alompra had summoned Mr. 
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Newton^, resident on the part of the 
East India Company at Negrais, to attend 
him at Promc. Mr. Newton deputed En¬ 
sign Lyster to the Birman chief, with pre¬ 
sents, and instructions to obtain for the 
Company the settlement of Negrais, Math 
certain immunities and privileges of trade. 

In pursuance of his orders. Ensign 
Lyster left Negrais on the 27 lh day of 
June 1757, and proceeded in the !Mary 
schooner as far as Persaim, or Bassien, 
M'here he M’^as detained until the 13 th of 
July, waiting for a person named Antonio, 
a native descendant of a Portugueze fa- 

* Mr. Brooke had retired : and Captain Howe, 
who succeeded Mr, Brooke, had died. Mr, Newton 
was only eventual resident. A Mr. W. Roberts was 
intended for that charge. He, however, was killed at 
the siege of Madras ; and from that peiiod Negrais 
was neglected. Mr. Brooke and Captain Howe had 
the reputation of being very honourable men. 
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mily, who was employed by the Birman 
government in the capacity of interpreter, 
and in consequence of that office pos¬ 
sessed some share of power and influence. 
This man was charged with the provision 
of boats, and the safe conduct of the de¬ 
putation. Matters being at length in rea¬ 
diness, Ensign Lyster with his attendants 
embarked on board four boats, ill equip¬ 
ped against the tempestuous and rainy 
weather vs hich prevailed at that season of 
the year. Nearly at the same time, ac¬ 
counts reached Alompra, that symptoms 
of disaffection had again been manifested 
by the Cassayers, on the west bank of the 
Keen-Duem. Leaving the command of 
Rangoon, now considered the capital of 
the Pegue province, to a general named 
Namdeoda, with a respectable force to 
check the Peguers, he departed from Ran¬ 
goon in the middle of July. On the 23 d, 
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Ensign Lyster, who had suffered great in¬ 
convenience from the want of a commo¬ 
dious boat at this stormy season, met the 
king on his way up the river, and was 
honoured with an audience on board the 
royal barge: at which, though from cir¬ 
cumstances, little pomp of royalty could 
be displayed, yet his majesty assumed a 
lofty tone, boasted of his invincible prow¬ 
ess, and enumerated the royal captives of 
the Pegue family, who were led prisoners 
in his train. After asking several ques¬ 
tions, he postponed the further discussion 
of business to a future day, and directed 
Ensign Lyster to follow him. On the 29th 
the King halted at Loonzay, where the 
English deputy was honoured with a se¬ 
cond admission to the royal presence. At 
this conversation Alompra upbraided En¬ 
sign Lyster with the conduct of his coun- 
tr_j men, in giving encouragement and pro- 
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tection to the disaffected Peguers. Having 
ordered presents of a trivial value to be 
presented, in return for those brought 
from Negrais, he referred the deputy to 
Antonio, and the Birman governor of 
Persaim, for a ratification and final adjust¬ 
ment of the treaty. Being pressed in point 
of time, the king departed from Loonzay 
on the following morning, and left the 
delegate of the English factory to com¬ 
plete his mission with the Portugueze 
shawbunder*, and the governor of the 
province. 

After some unnecessary delay, said to 
be occasioned by the fraud and avarice of 
the governor of Persaim, or more pro¬ 
bably of Antonio the interpreter, an in- 

* “ Intendant of the jwrt.” This is a Mussulman 
term, understood in all the sea-ports of the East. It is 
called Ackawoon in the Birman language. 
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strument was formally executed, consist¬ 
ing of nine distinct articles. Some valuable 
commercial immunities were by these 
ceded to the India Company, the island 
of Negrais was granted to them in perpe¬ 
tuity, together with a piece of ground 
opposite to the old town of Persaim, for 
the purpose of erecting a factory; in re¬ 
turn for which, the Company engaged to 
pay an annual tribute, consisting of ord¬ 
nance and military stores. A particular 
clause specified, that aid should be given 
to the Birmans against the king of Tavoy^. 

This agreement, the conduct and com¬ 
pletion of which seem to have been in- 


* Tavoy, now in possession of tlie Birmans, seems 
to have once been an independent principality, and 
was recognised as such by the English in the year 
1753. It probably owed its traiiaitory independence 
to the wars tjtat raged between the greater powers. 
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fluenced by the undignified application of 
a bribe to the intermediate agents, appears 
to have received the entire sanction and 
authority of the king. Negrais, in con¬ 
formity with the tenor of the compact, 
was continued in the possession of the 
English; and on the 22d of August 1757 , 
Ensign Lyster measured the allotted por¬ 
tion of ground, on which the British co¬ 
lours were hoisted, and three vollies of 
small arms fired, to solemnize the act of 
occupancy. 

Elated with success, Alompra returned 
to Monchaboo, now the seat of imperial 
government. After some months spent 
in enacting laws, and regulating the in¬ 
ternal police of the kingdom, he took up 
arms against the Cassayers, and, proceed¬ 
ing up the Keen-Duem with a fleet of 
boats, laid waste the western bank, burn- 
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ing villages, and capturing such of the in¬ 
habitants as could not save themselves bv 
flight. Having landed his troops, he was 
preparing to advance to IMunnepoora, the 
capital of Cassa}-, when information ar¬ 
rived that the Peguers had revolted, and, 
in their attempts to throw olF the j'oke, 
had defeated Namdeoda, and met with 
such success as threatened the loss of 
those territories whieli his valour had lately 
acquired. This intelligence induced him 
to abandon his -N iews to the Avr stward of 
the Keen-Duem, and return expeditiously 
to the southern provinces. 

It was supposed by the Birmans, and 
perhaps not without good grounds, that 
this insurrection of the Peguers, alter the 
departure of Alompra, sprung not less 
from the instigation of others, than from 
their own natur£fl desire of emancipation. 
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Crowds of fugitives had fled from the 
fury of the Birmans, and taken shelter in 
the Siam country; some had settled on 
the east borders of the Sitang river; others 
found an asylum in the province of Mar¬ 
taban ; and many wandered, with their 
families and flocks, over uncultivated 
plains, and through deep forests, without 
any fixed abode, or other preference of a 
place, than as it afforded them protection 
from their persecutors, and pasturage for 
their cattle. 

The absence of Alompra m as deemed a 
favourable juncture to make the attempt, 
and the Siamese were not unlikely to en¬ 
courage the undertaking. The Peguers 
in the neighbourhood of Dalla and Ran¬ 
goon rose suddenly, massacred many of 
the Birmans, and, engaging Namdeoda, 
beat him in a pitched battle. This general 
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after bis defeat fled to Henzada, whilst 
Rangoon, Dalla, and Syriam again ex¬ 
perienced a temporary change of masters. 

Nor were the English at Negrais ex¬ 
empt from suspicion of being instrumental 
in bringing about tliis insurrec tion; no 
acts of publicity, however, have, on any 
occasion, been established against them : 
love of gain might have prompted indi¬ 
viduals privately to sell arms and amimi- 
nition to the Peguers; and these trans¬ 
actions, if such did take pJac(', were pro¬ 
bably represented to the Birman monarch 
as instances of national perfidy, and the 
English descrihc'd as a pco])le hostile to 
his government, and conspiring to etiect 
its overthrow. 

The news of Alompra’s approach dis¬ 
sipated this transient gleam of success; 
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Namdeoda, reinforced by troops and sup¬ 
plies from the northward, collected his 
followers at ITenzada, and marched to¬ 
wards Rangoon. The army of the Fe- 
guers w^as encamped a little above the 
city, and their boats "were drawm up to 
defend the stockade on Jhe side of the 
river. An irregular but severe engage¬ 
ment ensued, which terminated in the 
o-\orthrow of the Peguers: the Birmans 
again obtained possession of the city of 
Rangoon; Dalla and Sj riam fell in course; 
and the arrival of Alompra, soon after, 
finally crushed an insurrection which at 
first was attended with formidable ap¬ 
pearances. 

About this time ISIr. Whitehill, whose 
conduct on former <)ccasions had given so 
much umbrage to the Birman chief, either 
supposing that the transactions were for- 
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gotten, or that he should be able to just it j 
the part he had acted, revisited Rangoon 
in a small vessel laden with sueh com¬ 
modities as were suited to the market. 
W^iatever might have been the motives of 
liis return, he was mistaken in the con¬ 
sequences. Alompra, being apprised of 
his arrival, ordered the vessel to be seized, 
and IVIr. Wliitehill made prisoner. lie 
was sent up in close confinement to 
Prome, where he met the King returning 
from Monchaboo; the despot on this oc¬ 
casion displa_)'ed unexpected moderation; 
he spared the lite of his prisoner, but com¬ 
pelled him to pay a heavy ransom ; his 
property also was confiscated, together 
with the vessel that conveyed him. Some 
time afterwards he was permitted to de- 
j>art in a Dutch ship. 

The afiairs of the British government 
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ill India were by no means in such a state 
of prosperity, as to allow of sending the 
supplies that wore necessary for the ef¬ 
fectual support of the settlement at Ne- 
grais. Every nerve was on the stretch to 
maintain, in the C’arnutic, the claims of 
ISIahommed Ally against the French; it 
was thcTcfon' deemed expedient, for the 
jii’cseni, to withdraw the settlers from 
Negrais. Captain Neviton was accord¬ 
ingly recalled, and reached Bengal on the 
14th of May 1759, with thirty-fi\e Eu¬ 
ropeans, and seventy natives; having left 
a i'ew persons to take care of the teak- 
tinibci’s, and materials for ship-building, 
that could not conveniently be removed, 
and to jircservc the right of possession, in 
ease it should be determined at any future 
period to re-establish the settlement. 


The tragical catastrophe that followed. 
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presents us 'vv'ith an instance of the san¬ 
guinary and cruel disposition that jealousy 
inspires, when rival interests are to he 
maintained by the arts of policy and fraud, 
rather than by o])eu force of arms. The 
Armenians, (lie Jews of the East, a de¬ 
scription of men subtle, faithless, and in¬ 
defatigable, whose industry is usually se¬ 
conded by a competent capacity, beheld 
vi'ith a malignant eye the progress of Eu¬ 
ropean colonies, threatening the annihi¬ 
lation of that influence "w hich they had 
supported for a long scries of years, in 
the administration both of the Pegue and 
Birman governments. Amongst these, 
Coja Pochas and Coja Gregory are repre¬ 
sented to have been conspicuously active 
in their elforts to defeat the views and de¬ 
preciate the credit of the English; the 
latter, in particular, who had obtained a 
considerable office, and carried some 
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weight in the councils of Alompra, es¬ 
pecially in what related to strangers, as 
soon as the affairs of the French were 
ruined beyond redemption, adopted the 
policy of attaching to him the few French¬ 
men whom Alompra had spared, in order 
to render them instrumental to the de¬ 
struction of the English, now the favoured 
nation. La\eene, the ;youth before men¬ 
tioned as having been left at Dagon by 
Boumo an hostage for his fidelity, instead 
of falling the \ictim of retaliation, had 
been kindly treated by the conqueror, 
who, pleased with his appearance and vi¬ 
vacity, early promoted him to a com¬ 
mission in the guards that attended on 
his person. The young man is sand to 
have imbibed the strongest prejudices of 
his nation against the English; and in him 
Coja Gregory found an apt instrument to 
execute his purposes. 
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Soon after the return of Captain New¬ 
ton, with his party, the government of 
Bengal thought proper to send Mr. South- 
by to Negrais, to lake care of the timbers 
and shipping materials collected there for 
the use of the Company, and to retain 
possession of the settlement. The Victoria 
snow, Ah"cs master, was dispatched on 
this service, with orders to comey Mr. 
Southby to Negrais. During her passage 
tlie snow suffered severely from a violent 
gale of wind; on the 4tli of October she 
ancliored in the harbour of Negrais, in a 
very shattered and distressed condition: 
happily for her, the Shaftesbury East In- 
diaman w'as at this time in the harbour, 
liaving put into Negrais for the purpose 
of procuring a supply of provisions and 
water. 


Mr. Southby disembarked on the even- 
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ing of his arrival, and next day landed his 
baggage. Antonio, the interpreter, of 
■vs'hom mention has already been made, 
came down to Ncgrais to meet him, and, 
being a man of some offieial importance, 
was treated with civility and attention by 
Mr. Hope, at this time in the temporary 
chai’gc of the settlement; as well as by 
INIr. Southby, the new resident. 'ITie 
pretext for the jotirney was, to deliver a 
letter to the English chief, from the King; 
this letter, however, was a forgery, to 
give plausibility to the visit, and afford an 
opportunity of carrying into execution 
the horrid plot with which he was en¬ 
trusted. 

The address and secrecy w'ith which 
the intended massacre was concerted, gave 
no room for taking any precaution. An¬ 
tonio, who had paid a visit to Mr. Southby 
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on the morning of the fith, was inviicd 
by him to dinner on the same day, at a 
temj)oi-ary building belcaging to tbe Kn- 
glibh. Whilst the entertainment was 
serving up, the treacherous guesi w ith- 
drew. At that instant a number of armed 
Birmans rushed into the room, and put 
Messrs. Soutliby and Hope to deatli: this 
transaction took place in an u]>])er aj)art- 
nient; Messrs. Robertson and Briggs hap¬ 
pened to be below, with eight Kuropeans 
of inferior note; a separate attack w’as 
made on these by another set of assassins, 
in which five Europeans were slain; the 
rest, with Mr. Robertson and iVlr. Briggs, 
shut themselves in a godowm, or store¬ 
room, w here they continued on the de¬ 
fensive until the afternoon, w'hen, re¬ 
ceiving a solemn assurance that their lives 
should be spared, they surrendered, and 
experienced the utmost brutality of treat- 
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ment from the murderers. Mr. Briggs, 
being wounded, and unable to move with 
the alertness required of him, was knocked 
down, and a period put to his sufferings, 
bj having a spear run through his body ; 
the rest were escorted to the \\ ater side, 
where Antonio, who had retired when 
the massacre commenced, was waiting 
with a boat to receive them. This fellow 
had the humanity to unchain the prison¬ 
ers, and pursued his journey with them 
to Dagon or Rangoon, where he expected 
to find the King, and doubtless to receive 
a reward for the meritorious part he had 
acted. 

A midshipman, of the crew of the 
Shaftesbury, was about to enter the house 
when the slaughter commenced; but on 
hearing the cries of his countrymen, and 
perceiving the danger, he fled to the water 
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side, wounded by a spear that was cast 
at him in his retreat. The Shaftesbury’s 
pinnace brought away the midshipman, 
with several black people belonging to the 
settlement, the fury of the murderers 
being indiscriminately levelled against Eu¬ 
ropeans and their Indian attendants. The 
long boat also, that had brought on shore 
some of Mr. Southb^ ’s baggage, was for¬ 
tunate enough to push otT before the Bir¬ 
mans could get possession of her, and let¬ 
ting the ensign fly with the Union down¬ 
wards, gave intimation to the ship, by 
that token, of some unexpected mischance. 

The Birmans tlms becoming masters of 
the fortified work*', and having dispersed 
or put to dcalli all the .settlers, turned the 
guns of the batter}', nine in number, 
against the Shaftesbury. In tlie pt rform- 
ance of this scrvict*, Lavecne, the French- 
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man, M’us conspioxxonsly active; indeed, 
tlie v^’holc of tliis diabolic assassination 
seems to have been executed under his 
dii-ection: it was afterwards ascertained, 
that wlien tiic English were sui-prised and 
ovei-powored b\' the Birmaixs, this man 
rushed into the works at the head of a 
body of banditti, and completed the slaugh¬ 
ter. The pi’ccision \v ith which the guns 
were poixitcd, sulliciently demonstrated 
that he M ho had the management was not 
detieiont in the aid of gunnery. Tlxe 
Shaftesbury returned the fire, but suffered 
eonsidei’ably from that of the enemy ; the 
second oiTicer was killed, the running rig¬ 
ging damaged, and nine shots x’eceived 
between wind and water; many of the 
Birmans arc said to have fallen by the fire 
from the ship; the action continued till 
dark, and was I’cnewed next morning on 
tlic part of the enemy. The Shaftesbury, 
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having unmoored in the night, weighed 
at day light, and dropped down with the 
ebb to the mouth of the harbour, wliore, 
beyond the range of shot, she rode se¬ 
cure: the Victoria snow followed her ex¬ 
ample. 

On the lOth of October l/.iQ, tlic 
Shaftcsbur^ sailed, and the Victoria pro¬ 
ceeded to I liamond island to procure wa¬ 
ter and ballast. Whilst they were at this 
place, a small vessel was perceived statid- 
ing into the harbour of Negrais. Captain 
Alves humanely) sent to warn her of the 
danger; but before the intelligence could 
reach her, she had cast anchor within the 
harbour. It does not however appear, 
that the Birmans had any intention of 
doing further mischief; they contented 
themselves with setting fire to the place, 
and abandoned it on the night that the 
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vessel arrived. In a few days Captain 
Alves returned from Diamond island to 
Negrais; where venturing on shore, he 
was shocked at the sight of the unburied 
and mangled bodies of his unhappy coun¬ 
trymen. Amongst those he recognized 
the remains of Messrs. Southby, Hope, 
and Briggs; the bodies of near l oo na¬ 
tives, who had been attached to the set¬ 
tlement in various capacities, lay scattered 
around; the boats, buildings, gun-car¬ 
riages, and every thing combustible, were 
consumed, except the teak-timbers be¬ 
longing to the Company, which would 
not easily take fire, and were too heavy 
to be removed. Some Birman boats ap¬ 
pearing in sight. Captain Alves thought 
it most prudent to depart; he accordingly 
weighed anchor, and leaving the shore 
that had proved so fatal to his friends, 
prosecuted his voyage to Bengal, where 
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he ari'ivcd on the loth of Novemher 
1750. 

After so many proofs of a friendiy dis¬ 
position, the assurances given to Captain 
Baker, and the compact concluded with 
Ensign Lystcr, it is reasonable to suppose, 
that some acts of hostility, not thoroughly 
explained, must have been committed, or 
that very plausible misrepresentations must 
have been used, to excite the Birman mo¬ 
narch to take such sanguinary revenge. 
That Gregory, the Armenian, was the 
principal instigator, is a fact of which no 
native of the country, who remembers 
the transaction, entertains the smallest 
doubt; as well as that Laveene was the 
principal agent and instrument of execu¬ 
tion. It is said, that the former accused 
Mr. Hope, who commanded after the 
departure of Lieutenant Newton, of liav*- 
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ing su}>plied the Pcgiicrs -with provisions, 
and sold to them four or five hundred 
musquets; that he had taken pains to instil 
into his Majesty’s mind, a persuasion that 
the i'inglish were a designing and danger¬ 
ous people; who, having acquired Indian 
territory, first by fraud, and afterwards 
by violence, meditated the practice of si¬ 
milar treachery upon them: and oiilj 
waited a fit opportunity to wrest from him 
his empire, and enslave his subjects, as 
the}" had recently done in the instance of 
the unsuspecting and abused Mogul. He 
also added, that the Governor of Negrais 
prevented vessels from going up to Bassien, 
by which the royal revenue was defrauded. 
ITiese arguments, whether groundless or 
founded, were sufficiently plausible to pro¬ 
duce the desired effect; and there is but 
too much reason to think that some pro¬ 
vocation had been given, though perhaps 
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of a trivial nature, and certainly not suf¬ 
ficient to warrant a step unjustifiable In 
every law human and divine. 

When Alompra, after rctununji^ from 
the Cassay country, found his prcscMce 
required in the southern provinces, he left 
his eldest son, Namdogee Praw, to go¬ 
vern Monchaboo during his absence. At¬ 
tended by his second son, Shembuan Praw, 
and the female part of his family, he Iht'n 
proceeded on his expedition to Tavoy, a 
sea port on the eastern coast of thegulph 
of Martaban, which had been wrested 
from the Siamese by the Birmans. !Many 
Peguers had taken refuge there from tin* 
persecution they experienced in the dis¬ 
tricts of Dalla, Rangoon, Pegue, and Tal- 
lowmiou. Encouraged by llie first suc¬ 
cesses of the insurgents, and secretly in¬ 
stigated by the Siamese, the Birman eom- 
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mandaiit tlirew olF his allegiance, and de¬ 
clared himself independent. Alompra 
sent a large detachment by land, under 
Aleinla llaja, against Ta\oy; and also a 
considerable maritime force to act in con¬ 
cert, commanded by Namdeoda. The 
pre^ ious defeat of the Feguers at Rangoon 
had tended to dishearten the rebels; when 
Meinia Raja had advanced as far as Kille- 
goung, within one day’s march of Tavoy, 
the Commandant came out in a supplica¬ 
ting form to meet him, and surrendered 
without any stipulation: he was after¬ 
wards put to death by order of Alompra. 

After the junction of the forces under 
Meinia Raja and Namdeoda, Alompra 
sent his women, and the yoimger part of 
his family, back to Monchaboo, and, ac¬ 
companied by Shembuan Praw, joined the 
army at Tavoy. Having now a formi- 
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liable force collected and embodied, he 
determined to chastise the Siamese for the 
encouragement they had given to his re¬ 
bellious subjects. He accused them of 
aifording protection to delinquents and fu¬ 
gitives, and of secretly abetting the Pe- 
guers in all tlieir hostile macliinations 
against his authoritj'. Under thi*' plea he 
ordered the fleet to sail to Mergui, a sea 
port belonging to the Siamese, situated 
south of Tavoy, whilst the army advanced 
by land. Meigui, l)cing ill fortified, was 
easily taken. Leaving a garrison for its 
defence, the Birmans marched against 
Tenasserem, a large and populous town, 
surrounded by a wall and stockade; not¬ 
withstanding which it made but a fix'bJe 
resistance. 


These conquests being achieved, Alom- 
pra determined to cross the peninsula, and 
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carry the war into the heart of the enemy’s 
country. After a very short halt at Te- 
nasserem, he undertook an expedition 
against the capital of Siam. The enemy 
impeded his progress by harassing his 
troops, and endeavouring to distress him 
in his route, without venturing on a de¬ 
cisive action. A month elapsed before 
he readied the vicinity of the metropolis, 
which w^as well prepared to sustain a \i- 
gorous siege. Providence, however, in¬ 
terposed, and, by abridging the days of 
the conqueror, in all probability saved the 
Siamese from total destruction. Two 
days after the Birman army had erected 
their stockades, Alornpra was taken ill of 
a disease, which in the c\ ent proved mor¬ 
tal; the natives call it Taungnaa, and de¬ 
scribe it as a species of scrophula. On 
the first attack, Alornpra foresaw that his 
end was drawing nigh. He gave orders 
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for an immediate retreat, in the expecta¬ 
tion of reaching his capital alive, and of 
being able to settle the succession, and 
adjust the affairs of his empire in such a 
manner as to avert the calamities of civil 
discord after his decease. On his return, 
he did not pursue the route by which he 
had advanced, but took a direct road by 
the way of Keintubbien, and the Three 
Pagodas, which are considered as the 
boundaries between the Yoodra (or Siam 
proper) and Birman countries. His in¬ 
tentions, however, were frustrated; the 
approaches of mortality were too rapid; 
he grew worse; and death overtook him 
within two days’ march of Martaban, 
where he expired about the 15 th of May 
1 rOo, and carried with him to the grave 
the regrets of his people, to whom he 
was justly endeared. 
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Considering the limited progress that 
the Birn)ans liad yet made in arts that re¬ 
fine, and science that tends to expand the 
human mind, Alompra, whether yiew^ed 
in the light of a politician, or a soldier, 
is undoubtedly entitled to respect. Tlie 
wisdom of his councils secured what his 
valour had acquired: he was not more 
eager for conquest, than attentive to the 
improvement of his territories and the 
prosperity of his people; he issued a se¬ 
vere edict against gambling, and prohi¬ 
bited the use of spirituous liquors through¬ 
out his dominions ; he reformed the 
rhooms, or courts of justice; he abridged 
the power of magistrates, and forbade 
them to decide at their private houses on 
criminal causes, or on property where the 
amount exceeded a specified sum; every 
process of importance was decided in 
public, and every decree registered. His 
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reign was short, but vigorous; and had 
liis life been prolonged, it is probable that 
his country would at this day have been 
farther advanced in national refinement 
and the liljeral arts. 

Alompra did not live to complete his 
fiftieth year: his person, strong and well 
proportioned, exceeded the middle size; 
his features W'ere coarse, his complexion 
dark, and his countenance saturnine: and 
there was a dignity in his deportment that 
became his high station. In his temper, 
he is said to have been prone to anger; 
in revenge, implacable; and in punishing 
faults, remorseless and severe. The latter 
part of his character may perhaps have 
arisen, as much from the necessities of 
his situation, as from a disposition by na¬ 
ture cruel. He who acquires a throne by 
an act of individual boldness, is commonly 
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obliged to maintain it by terror: the right 
©f assumption is guarded with more jea¬ 
lousy than that of prescription. If wc 
except the last act of severity towards the 
English settlers, his conduct on most oc¬ 
casions seemed to be marked by mode¬ 
ration and (forbearance; even in that one 
disgraceful instance, he appeared to have 
been instigated by the persuasions of 
others, rather than by the dictates of a 
vindictive mind; and it is manifest, from 
the expressions of his successor on a pub¬ 
lic occasion, that it never was his in¬ 
tention to consign the innocent, with the 
supposed guilty, to the same indiscrimi¬ 
nate and sanguinary fate. 

Be the private character of Alompra 
what it may, his heroic actions give him 
an indisputable claim to no mean rank 
aniong tlie most distinguished personages 
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in the page of historj. His firmness 
emancipated a whole nation from servi¬ 
tude; and, inspired by his bravery, the 
oppressed, in their turn, subdued their 
oppressors. Like the deliverer of Sweden 
with his gallant band of Dalecarlians, he 
fought for that which experience tells us 
rouses the human breast above every other 
stimulant to deeds of daring valour. Pri¬ 
vate injuries, personal animosities, com¬ 
mercial emulation, wars of regal policy, 
are petty provocations, compared to that 
which animates the resentment of a peo¬ 
ple whose liberties are assailed, whose 
right to govern themselves is wrested from 
them, and who are, forced to bend be¬ 
neath the tyranny of a foreign yoke. 

Tlie decease of an eastern monarch 
commonly serv'^es as a beacon to light up 
the flame of civil discord. The letter of 
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the Birman Iuav immutably vests the 
right of succession in the heirs male. 
Laws, however, in all coAintrics, are made 
subscrA'icnt to power. Neither the man¬ 
dates of law, nor the claims of equity, 
can curb the career of restless ambition. 
Shcmbuan, the second son of the late 
king, who Avas with the army at the time 
of his father's demise, endeavoured to in¬ 
fluence the troops in his favour. Having 
gained over a part, he issued a procla¬ 
mation declaratory of his right to the 
throne, on the grounds, that Alompra 
had, on his death-bed, nominated him to 
be his successor. In this step he was pre¬ 
mature, and his measures were ill con¬ 
certed. The ardour of youth seems to 
haA’^e blinded the prince to the dictates of 
prudence, as well as to the duty and al¬ 
legiance he owed his elder brother and 
laAA^fuI soA'creign. He soon found that he 
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had been deceived; that his followers 
were not firm in his interest; and that, 
even if they had been sincere, tliey Mere 
not sufficiently powerful to support his 
pretensions: he therefore hastened to re¬ 
pair his error by timely submission, which 
his brother, through the intercession of 
their mother, was prevailed on to accept. 
Shortly after. Shorn buan was i*estored to 
favour, and no mention is made of his 
ever attempting a secoi^d time to disturb 
the government of his brother. 

Namdogee PraM% although his brother's 
designs were frustrated, found in a less 
dignified subject a still more dangerous 
competitor. A rebellion that bore a se¬ 
rious aspect was planned and executed by 
a person of superior capacity. ISIeinla 
Raja, surnamed Nuttoon, a general high 
in the good graces of the deceased mo- 
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narch, commanded the rear of the army 
that was returning from Siam. Nam- 
dogee had always harboured an enmity 
towards this man, who, sensible that he 
could expect no protection against the re¬ 
sentment of a vindictive despot, and pos¬ 
sessing a considerable share of popularity, 
determined to contend for empire with 
his new sovereign. When certain intelli¬ 
gence arrived of the actual decease of 
Alompra, instead of proceeding to Ran¬ 
goon, where boats were provided to trans¬ 
port the army up the Irrawaddy, he 
marched with the utmost expedition, at 
the head of the division of the army under 
his command, to Tongho, and took pos¬ 
session of that fort, which is accounted 
the strongest in the Birman empire. En¬ 
couraged by the alacrity with which tlie 
soldiers espoused his cause, and anxious 
to push his rismg fortunes, he left a gar- 
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risen in the fort, and advanced by forced 
marches towards the capital: as he ap¬ 
proached his jjarty strengthened, and the 
fortifications of A\a were surrendered to 
him without resistance. 

Namdogee Praw was at this time at 
Monchaboo, making levies to oppose the 
insurgents. Affairs, however, were not 
yet in a state of sufficient forwardness to 
enable him to take the field, as he placed 
his chief reliance on the arrival of the loyal 
division of tire army that had embarked, 
and were on the way from Rangoon; but 
the progress they made against a rapid 
stream was slow, in comparison to the 
Celerity of a bold adventurer, whose suc¬ 
cess depended on his expedition and 
promptitude. 

The distance from Rangoon to Mon- 
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cliaboo, by the Irrawaddy, is about 5oo 
miles. In the months of June, July, and 
August, the river, which, in the hot and 
dry season, like the Ganges, winds over 
its sandy bed a slow and sluggish stream, 
as soon as the mountain torrents fall, 
swells over the summits of its banks, in¬ 
undates the adjacent country, and rolls 
down an impetuous current, unchecked 
till it approaches the sea, and is repelled 
by the influence of the flowing tide. Such 
violence would be insurmountable, and 
must render the navigation^of the river 
during this period impracticable, were it 
not counteracted by the strength of the 
south-west monsoon. Assisted by this 
wind, and cautiously keeping within the 
eddies of the banks, the Birman boats use 
their sails, and frequently make a more 
expeditious passage at this, than at any 
other season of the year. 
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The division of the army that embarked 
at Rangoon reached Chagaing, a large 
fortified town on the west bank oi’ the 
Irrawaddy, opposite to Ava, shortlj^ after 
the ]att<T city had fallen into the hands of 
Nut toon; whom the breadth of the river, 
and a want of boats, prevented from taking 
any efiectual measures to oppose the junc¬ 
tion of this detachment with the royal 
standard. Namdogee Praw^, when advised 
of their approach, marched down from 
Monchaboo with the troops ami boats that 
had been collected. Strengthened by this 
union, the King's force considerably ex¬ 
ceeded that of the rebel general; cspecialljr 
as the numerous fleet that commanded the 
river not Only secured the safe embark¬ 
ation and landing of men and stores, but 
likewise cut off all supplies by that chan¬ 
nel from the enemy. These disadvantages 
depressed the spirits of Nuttoon’s adhe- 
VOL. I. K 
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rents. A party of Namdogee Praw’s 
forces having crossed the river, an irregu¬ 
lar action took place, w'hich ended so 
little in favour of the adventurer, that he 
threw himself into the fort of Ava, and, 
no longer able to keep the field, prepared 
to act a defensive part, relying on the ar¬ 
rival of succours from Siam, a quarter to 
which he had applied with earnest solici¬ 
tation. 

Tliese occurrences occupied little more 
than two months, from the middle of 
May, the date of Alompra’s decease, to 
the end of July; about which time the 
engagement happened that obliged Nut- 
toon to withdraw from the fidd, and seek 
security in the walls of Ava. 

Whatever might have bem their incli¬ 
nation, the English settlements of India 
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Were not, at this juncture, in circum¬ 
stances to revenge the murder of their 
servants, and exact retribution for the 
insult offered to their flag. Perhaps, also, 
they were not ignorant that a discussion 
of the causes might only produce useless 
explanations : a conjecture that is in some 
degree corroborated, by there being no 
steps taken at any subsequent period, when 
the British superiority in Asia bad erushed 
ail rivalry, to vindicate the national ho¬ 
nour, and chastise the perpetrators of the 
cruelty. Humanity, however, urged some 
interference in order to obtain the release 
of the few survivors, who, on the destruc¬ 
tion of Negrais, had been carried into 
captivity. Policy also rendered it expe¬ 
dient to avoid an irreconcilable breach 
with the Birmans, as tending to give the 
French interests an ascendancy in that 
quarter, and enable them to gain a firmer 


K 2 



132 


EMB-VSSY TO AVA. 


footing in a country whose maritime ad¬ 
vantages, and contiguity to onr posses¬ 
sions, might allord them opportunities 
hereafter to disturb our tranquillity and 
molcot our trade. 

Captain Alves, who in the preceding 
^ear liad conveyed IVfr. Soutliby to Ne- 
grais, and brought back news of the fate 
of the settlers, was selected to return as 
the bearer of conciliatory letters and pre¬ 
sents to the Birman monarch, from Mr. 
Hoi well governor of Bengal, and Mr. 
Pigot governor of Madras. These letters 
appear to have been couched in terms of 
solicitation, rather than resentment; the 
liberation of the Englishmen that were 
carried into confinement, was the princi¬ 
pal request; to which a desire was added, 
that tlie vessel and property bc;longing to 
Mr. Whitehill, confiscated by order of 
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Alompra, should be restored. IVIr. Pigors 
letter, however, went farther, and inti¬ 
mated expectation that the murderers of 
the English settlers should be brought to 
punisliment; a requisition that was little 
attended to, and which the British govern¬ 
ment of India ne\er manifested any incli¬ 
nation to enforce. 

Pursuant to his instructions. Captain 
Alves sailed from TVIadras on the loth of 
Ma^ 17O0. Instead of proceeding direct to 
Ni'grais, hcslia])ed liiscour«-e to the island 
of Carnicobar, wdiencc he sent a lettf'r by 
a Dutch ship to Gregory the Armenian, 
who held the office of Shawbunder, or 
Ackawoon of Kangoon, informing him of 
his mission, and entreating his good offices 
with the Birman monai'ch, to procure the 
release of the Pmglish prisoners; at the 
same lime conciliating him by a present 
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of such articles as he conceived would be 
most acceptable. 

On the 5th of June, Captain Alves 
reached Diamond Island, but declined en¬ 
tering the harbour of Negrais until he 
could ascertain the disposition of the na¬ 
tives towards the English, which, after 
the recent catastrophe, tlicre was room to 
suspect. His doubts being removed, he 
sent an officer up to Persaim, with a letter 
to Antony, the Portuguese superintend- 
ant, wdio on receipt of it came down, as 
a mark of respect, to meet the English 
deputy, at a chokey or gmu’d-housc, near 
Hegrais. Captain Alves, dissembling his 
knowledge of the part which Antony had 
acted in the late affair, received his visitor 
with apparent cordiality, whilst tlic other 
took no small pains to convince him that 
be was guiltless. After a short residence 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


135 


at Persaim, Captain Alves received a very 
friendly letter from Mungai-Narrataw, a 
relation of the royal family, and vested 
with the ofEce of Maywoon or Viceroy 
of Pcgue, inviting him to Rangoon ; de¬ 
siring him at the same time to bring with 
him thf presents intended for the King. 
This invitation Captain Alves thought it 
prudent to accept; and on the 5 th of 
August arrived at Rangoon, where he was 
received with sufficient politeness by the 
Viceroy, and made acquainted with tlie 
rebellion of Nuttoon, and the deranged 
state of public affairs at the capital. 

Mr. Robertson, and the soldiers who 
had escaped the massacre at Negrais, were 
at Rangoon when Captain Alves arrived, 
and, though under restraint, Avere by no 
means ti*eated with harshness. Captain 
Alves solicited their discharge from the 
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Viceroy; who, though he could not grant 
the request without special authority from 
theKing, yet consented that Mr. Robertson 
should accompany Captain Alves back to 
Persaim ; and added, that there was little 
doubt of procuring a general release. In 
the course of this communicaton, the 
Viceroy gave Captain Alves solemn as¬ 
surances, that Gregory tlie Armenian, by 
his misrepresentations and artifice, was 
the principal in'^tigator of the tragical 
scene utNegruis; and tliut Lavecne, who 
was in league with Gregory, was the per¬ 
son to whom the execution of the act had 
been committed ; intimating also, that he 
himself, through the intrigues of these 
men, had incurred the displeasure of the 
King, on account of liis manifest attach^ 
ment to the Rnglish nation. 


Captain Alves continued at Rangoon 
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no longer than was necessary : he left it 
on the 9th of August, the May woon hav¬ 
ing previously received from him the pre¬ 
sents intended for the Birman monareh. An 
officer belonging tothe provincial court ac¬ 
companied CaptainAlves back to Persaim. 

C’aptain Alv'es expecting to receive a 
summons to attend the golden feet, was 
making preparation for his journey, when 
Gregory the Armenian returned from 
Monchaboo, whither he had proceeded 
with all expedition on rcccijit of the letter 
which C’aptain Alves Iiad written fi'om 
Carnicobar. His zeal on this occasion 
was prompted by a di'sin* to prevent, if 
possible, any amicable arrangement; or, 
in case he should fail in that view', to make 
himself of personid consequence, from 
being the ostensible mediator and instru¬ 
ment of reconciliation. 
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On receiving intelligence of the ex¬ 
pected arrival of an authorized agent from 
the British government, Namdogce-Praw 
directed Gregory to return to Persaim, 
and dispatched along with him a Birman 
officer as the bearer of an order to Captain 
Alves, commanding him to repair to the 
royal presence. In the translation w'hich 
Gregory, as interpreter, delivered to Cap¬ 
tain Alves, the crafty Armenian intro¬ 
duced passages favourable to himself, at¬ 
tributing the obtainment of any attention 
to his intercession: these interpolations 
were fabricated, as the imperial mandate 
did not even mention the name of Gre¬ 
gory. 

The terms in which the royal, order 
was expressed, encouraged Captain Alves 
to undertake the journey; he accordingly 
left Persaim on the 22d of August, ac- 
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companied by Antonio the Portuguese, 
Gregory, and two Birman officers. Tlie 
unsettled state of the country subjected 
him to several unpleasant interruptions; 
his boat, during the course of the voyage, 
was frequently searched, with the excuse 
of looking for contraband commodities, 
and many articles were carried away un¬ 
der various fraudulent pretences. 

On the 2 2d of Aug\ist, Captain Alves 
reached Chagaing, at that time the head 
quarters of the Birman king, viho with a 
numerous army was besieging the rebel 
general in Ava ; and on the 23 d he was 
honoured with an audience, to deliver his 
credentials. The letters from the govern¬ 
ors of Madras and Bengal were translated 
into the Persian, Portuguese, and Birman 
languages; and the different versions care¬ 
fully collated. His majesty expressed his 
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surprise that the Governor of Madras 
should demand satisfaction for consccjuen- 
ces, which the misconduct of the Com¬ 
pany's servants had drawn upon them¬ 
selves ; adding, that the disaster of Mr. 
Southby was an accident which could not 
be foreseen or guarded against: at the 
same time he used a forcible metaphor; 
“ for,” sa\s the Birman king*, “I sup- 
“ pose you have seen that in this country, 
“ in the wet season, there grows so much 
“ useless grass and weeds in the fields, 
“ that in dry weather we ai'c forced to 
“ burn them to clear the ground: it 
“ sometimes happens that there arc saln- 
“ brious herbs amongst these noxious 
weeds and grass, winch, as they cannot 
“ easily be distinguished, are indiscrimi- 
“ nately consumed with the others; thus 

* Journal of Captain Alvos, recoidcd in the Bengal 
Proceedings. 
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it happened to be the new Governor’s 
“ lot.” Compensation for Mr. White- 
liill’s property that had been confiscated, 
and restitution of the vessel, were peremp¬ 
torily refused, for th<^ alleged reason, that 
Mr. Wliitehill and the Governor of Ne- 
grais were the aggressors : but his majesty 
\\ as pleased to agree, that the property of 
the East India Company should be re¬ 
stored. Having given an order for the 
release of all English subjects that were 
prisoners in his dominions, he desired that 
two of the most pimdent should remain to 
take care of the timbers, and reside at Per- 
saim, where he consented to give the 
Company a grant of as much ground as 
they might have occasion to occupy, under 
the stipulation that their chief settlement 
should be at Persaim, and not at Negrais. 
He assigned as a reason, that at Negrais 
they would be exposed to the depredations 
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of the French, or any other nation with 
whom the English might be at war, with¬ 
out a possibility of his extending that pro¬ 
tection to them that he wished; but of 
which they could always have the full 
benefit at Persaim. In requital for these 
concessions, his majesty intimated his ex¬ 
pectation of a regular supply of arms and 
ammunition from the English settlements, 
togetlier w ith several other products of a 
useful nature; to all which Capt. Alves pru¬ 
dently returned a conditional acquiescence. 

During these conferences, explanations 
took place, which created at court sus¬ 
picion of the fidelity of Gregory ip .his 
capacity of interpreter; a minute investi¬ 
gation lost him the confidence of his ma¬ 
ster, and had nearly caused the forfeit of 
his life. Ills disgrace was sudden, public, 
and ignominious, 
a 
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On the 27 th of September, Captain 
Alves attended in company with the great 
officers of state and the principal nobility, 
to pay his respects at the golden feet, as 
is the custom on the annual feast of Sand- 
ainguite. On this day the King desired 
Captain Alves to request whatever mark 
of favour he thought proper, with an as¬ 
surance that it should be granted to him. 
The freedom of all the English subjects 
having been already procured. Captain 
Alves humanely entreated the emancipa¬ 
tion of three Dutclnncn, who had been 
captured by Alompra during his expedi¬ 
tion to the Siam country. In compliance 
with his desire, an order was immediately 
issued for their release. 

The distracted and critical state of pub¬ 
lic affairs necessarily weakened the hand 
of power, and diminished the authority of 
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the King. That rigid severity of police 
which characterizes the Birman govern¬ 
ment became relaxed, and illicit exactions 
were imposed and levied by inferior offi¬ 
cers, with little dread of punishment. 
Captain Alves experienced in his own per¬ 
son the inconvcnieitce which an individual, 
at such a juncture, may expect to suffer. 
Under frivolous pretences, his final dis¬ 
mission was protracted, nor could he pro¬ 
cure the promised answers to the^ letters 
of the Governor of Bengal and Madras, 
until he had paid fees to certain officers of 
government, w'ho took advantage of the 
times to extort unauthorized emoluments. 
After suffering much vexatious imposition, 
he at length, on the loth of October, re¬ 
ceived in form the long expected docu¬ 
ments, and on the same evening left Cha- 
gaing to proceed to Persaim, accompanied 
by Antonio. The mandate for liberating 
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the English prisoners was punctually 
obeyed: there were five in number, two 
of whom, Messrs. Robertson and Helass, 
CajJtain Alves, conformably to the pro¬ 
mise made to the Birman king, left at 
Persaim, to take care of the propt'rty be¬ 
longing to the India Company. On the 
ibt of November he arrived at Rangoon, 
Avherc he was received with l..indness and 
hospitality b} Mungai-Narrataw, the Vice¬ 
roy. Oil the 'll ii he took Icavv^ of his host, 
and on the i Hh got to Pcrsaini, where he 
again embaihct!, and, sailing from Ne- 
grais, rcaelied Caleiitia a few da\s before 
the expiration of the year. 

In the mean while the siege of Ava 
was carried on with vigoui’, and the as¬ 
sailants were resolutely resisted. The 
royal anny, computed at 100,000 men, 
advanced their stockades within fifty yards 

1. 
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of the ditch. The batteries, consisting of 
a few old nine and six pounders, casually 
procured from shipping at the ports, made 
little impression on the walls, which were 
unprovided with artillery, but of an un¬ 
common thickness, being composed of 
earth and loose stones, supported by a 
well built face of brick and mortar. The 
water in the ditch, w hich during the rains 
is full, had subsided so low as to become 
fordable in several places ; the besiegers 
made repeated attempts to carry the place 
by storm, but were repulsed at every on¬ 
set. In these attacks mazi;, lives were lost. 
The rebels, knowing that sure destruction 
awaited those who should be taken, de¬ 
fended themselves obstinately; capitula¬ 
tion was not thought of: whenever the 
enemy advanced with intent to escalade 
the works, they poured on them melted 
lead, boiling petroleum, and hot pitch. 
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whilst a brisk fire of mosquetry annoyed 
them at a distance. The siege was thus 
protracted for seven months, Nuttoon still 
cherishing sanguine hopes of succour from 
the government of Siam. 

These expectations were not realiiied. 
Supplies from the country failed, and want 
began to make ravages witliin the walls, 
although the magazines, which at the 
commencement of the siege were full, 
had been husbanded with the utmost eco¬ 
nomy. Discontent is ever the concomi¬ 
tant of distress. The Governor of Mayah 
Oun, who had embraced Nuttoon’s for¬ 
tune, deserted from the fort. Flying to 
May;di Oun, he collected his adherents; 
but not being able to resist the royal 
forces, they set fire to the town, and be¬ 
took themselves to the woods and jungles, 
whewce they afterwards withdrew to the 
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Eastern provinces, where the authority of 
the Birman monarch was yet scarcely ac¬ 
knowledged. 'Fhe rebels had likewise 
evacuated the fort of'^J'ongho. Towards 
the end of the jear, the garrison in Ava 
was n-duced to the greatest extremity, 
aiul their numbers diminished above one 
half hy sii-kncss, famine, and desertion. 
In this liclplcss state, without any chance 
of relief, ISutloon made his escape from 
tlie fort in disguise; but had proceeded 
only tli(‘ distance of two days’ journey, 
w hen lie m as discoi ert'd by some peasants, 
and brought liaek in fetters. The fort of 
Ava fell shortly after the flight of its com¬ 
mandant. buch of his unfortunate ad¬ 
herents ascouldnot eflect theireseape, were 
without mercy put to death. Nuttoon 
likcw ise suflered the doom of a traitor. 


The destruction of Nuttoon did not put 
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an end to the disturbances that agitated 
the Birman empire. A younger brother 
of Alompra, uncle to Narndogee-Praw, 
who had recently been appointed Viceroy 
of Tongho, aspired to independence, and 
refused to jiay homage to his brother’s 
son. Whilst measures M ere taking to 
reduce him, he suddenly detached a body 
of troops, under a general named Bala- 
mcing-tein, who surprised the fort of 
Prome; but the Chekey or Tiieutenant of 
Shoe-dong-northa soon after assembled a 
respectable force, and compelled Bala- 
meing-tein to abandon his conquest. 
Namdogee-Praw raised an army, and, 
accompanied by his brother Shembuan, 
marched in person to I’cngho to punish 
the contumacy of his rebellious relation, 
who, not daring to risk an open action, 
shut himself within the walls of Tongho. 
After a siege of thret; montlis, the garrison 
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iiurrendered. Several of the ringleaders 
were ptinished with death; mercy, how¬ 
ever, was extended to the rebellious uncle. 
The King spared liis life, but during the 
lest of his reign kept him a close prisoner 
in the fort of Ava. 

The appointment of a new Viceroy, and 
the arrangements necessary to the resto¬ 
ration of good order in those provinces, 
next occupied the attention of the King. 
This task being accomplished, he returned 
with his brother to Monchaboo, from 
whence he soon after removed the seat 
of imperial government to the city of 
Chagaing, the situation of which, equally 
convenient and salubrious, enjoying a 
pure air, and surrounded by the most 
picturesque scenery of nature, had de¬ 
lighted the King during his late residence, 
whilst directing the operations against 
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Ava. The three succeeding years of his 
reign were employed in reducing the re¬ 
fractory to obedience, and establishing 
the royal authority on a firmer basis. 
Amongst the turbulent was Talabaan, the 
Pegue chieftain, who had formerly ex¬ 
perienced the clemency of Alompra: this 
man, after he had been received into fa 
vour, was sent by the conqueror to the 
Martaban province, the residence of his 
family and friends, invested with an office 
of dignity. So long as that monarch 
lived, he conducted himself like a dutiful 
servant: the death of his sovereign, how¬ 
ever, cancelled in Talabaan’s breast the 
bonds of duty and gratitude; and, though 
faithful to the father, he took the earliest 
opportunity to revolt against the son. 
On this occasion, he seems to have lost 
his prudence with his principles. His 
rebellion was feeble, and easily subdued; 
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he was made prisoner, and at last suffered 
that death which he had before so nar¬ 
rowly cscajK'd. The Peguero at .''itang, a 
very numtroits body, likewise revolted, 
hut were suppressed by the aethity of the 
Viceroy of IVguc, without causing any 
serious danger to the state. No foreign 
expedition w’as undertaken by Naindogce- 
Praw ; indeed tlie internal situation of las 
empire hardly i*endereJ sueli a j)rojcet 
practicable: his reign w as but of short 
duration, |)eLhe is s,i',d to h.ne diligently 
improved his time, and benefited his 
country as mueh as < u’l iuiii-tarHt s Avould 
admit. Tfe died at his (srpital about the 
month of Maix'h 17C)1, of the same disease 
that brought his fall; t lo t!ie gra\c, leav¬ 
ing behind him one son named Momit*n, 
yet an infant. <>f the gcncTal character 
of Namdogee-Praw peojilc spe'ak fa¬ 
vourably; bigotry is ascribed to him as 
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his principal failing: he v/as inflexibly 
s('vcre on those who lian'^greised against 
the tenets of religion, or omitted aught of 
the respect due to the Rbahaans, its mini¬ 
sters. He punished slight immoralities 
with tl\e rigour due only to atrocious 
crimes; slaving animals for t!ie purposes 
of food was strictly' prohibited, and a 
scc’ond conviction of drunkenness incurred 
the inevitable ])cnalty of death. 

I’he imbecile minority of the legal heir 
to the throne ga^e his uncle Rliembuan, 
who, as the nearest n'lation, became the 
natural guardian of tlie child, an oj>por- 
tunity to undermine the claims and to 
tisurp tlve right of the son of his deceased 
brotlicr. Sliembnan, on the demise of 
Naradogec-Praw, assumed the reins of 
government witli a strong hatid; nor is it 
ascertained that he ever acknowledged 
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holding them in trust for the minor. 
Whatever he might have done on the first 
assumption of regal power, he soon threw 
aside all disguise, and was proclaimed and 
acknowledged lawful sovereign of the Bir¬ 
man and Pcgue nations. 

Nor would Shembuan, who had thus 
unjustly deprived a nephew of his birth¬ 
right, have scrupled to secure a more firm 
possession of the throne by imbruing liis 
hands in innocent blood, had not a sister 
of Alompra humanely interfered, and 
obtained charge of the child, under a 
promise that he should be educated in re¬ 
ligious obscurity among the RhahaJuis, 
and never be in a situation to disturb the 
government of liis uncle. 

Thus freed from the dread of compe¬ 
tition; Shembuan had leisure to follow the 
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bent of his own disposition, which was 
by nature ardent and ambitious. His 
first undertaking was against the Siamese; 
assigning for the rupture the customary 
excuse, that certain dehncpient subjects 
of the Birman government had received 
protection from them ; and further, that 
Alompra, his father, had enjoined his 
children in his last moments to prosecute 
the war against the Siamese, which he 
had been prevented by death alone from 
bringing to a successful issue. Such were 
the pretences, and perhaps as well founded 
as pretences for war usually are. Two 
armies were embodied; one destined to 
invade North Siam, commanded by a 
general named Decbedee; the other pro¬ 
ceeded to the southward by Sitang and 
Martaban, under the conduct of IMaha- 
northa; whilst a fleet of small ves¬ 
sels, fitted out for the reduction of 



15(5 


EMBASSY TO AVA. 


the maritime towns, was entrusted to 
Chedookamincc. 

nie equipment of these armaments was 
not completed until the commencement of 
the year 1705: and tlieir progress, after 
they were in readiness, was so slow, that 
nothing of 'importance could be effected 
during that year. In the beginning of the 
next, Deebcdee over-ran the province of 
Zemee, whilst Chedookamincc with the 
fleet eaptui'cd Tavoy ; which, though it 
had been, reduced by Alompra, was too 
remote to be retained, and socm reverted 
to its ft)rmej' possessors. The detachment 
led b} Mabanordia also penetrated to Ta¬ 
voy by land; and cantoned there during the 
rains. '^1 he forces of Deebcdee passed the 
wmt sea‘on Oxi the borders of the Toodra 
' countrj": th'ssc difierent parties were pre- 
paicd to act in concert, and attempt the 
conrjuest of the Siamese capihil. 
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Whilst matters were thus transaeting 
ill the south-east (juartcr, Shembuan mareh- 
ed in person against the Munipora Cas- 
sayers; who, taking advantage of the 
state of affairs, had thought fit to disclaim 
the yoke of foreigners, and refused to ac¬ 
knowledge the supremacy of the Birman 
monarch, '^fhis ent>'r]»ri/e, hov\c\cr, ap¬ 
pears to ha\e been a j>rcdatory inciiriioii, 
rather thati an iiiva-^ion with a mcw of 
permanent conquest. The stay that Shom- 
buan made in the countr> did not exceed 
a month; he returned in obedience to 
more urgent c.dh, laden wuli the boot} 
of the frontier tow ns, and ac(’ompanied 
by a numerous train of prisoners of ever}' 
age and sex. 

In the beginning of the year 1 70(3, the 
southern armies commenced their opera¬ 
tions against the Siamese. Deebcdee en- 
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tered the Yoodra country by the route of 
Taunglee and Mainhoot, afterward pur¬ 
suing a more southerly direction, in order 
to effect a junction with Mahanortha, who 
moved from Tavoy in a corresponding 
time. Their union was resolutely disput¬ 
ed by the Siamese; and Deebedee’s divi¬ 
sion suffered seriously during a march of 
fifteen days. Notwithstanding this resist¬ 
ance, a junction was effected; after which 
they advanced against Siam*, the enemy 
still continuing to harass them in their 
mai'ch, by irregular attacks and frequent 


' The city of Siam is frequently called by the Bir^ 

mans Dwarawuddy, and by the Siamese Scc-y-thaaj. 

Both these aie Pali or Shanscrit appellations. Most 

places of note are distinguished by two names ; one in 

the vulgJir tongue, which is the most general; theother, 
\ 

a Shanscrit term, seldom used but by the learned, and 
to he found only in books treating on religion and 
science : thus Pegue is called Henzawuddy ; Arracan, 
Deniawuddy, &c. 

a 
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skirmishes. Having at length penetrated 
as far as the banks of a river*, seven or 
eight days’ journey from the fort, the 
Siamese tried the fortune of a general ac¬ 
tion; which terminating unfavourably, 
their army dispersed; part retreating to 
Siam, whilst the remainder either con¬ 
cealed themselves in the woods, or sought 
security in distant provinces. The conse¬ 
quence of this defeat was the immediate 
investiture of Siam by the Birmans. Tlie 
fortf, by nature strong from its almost 
insulated situation, is represented to have 
been well built, according to the Eastern 
fashion, having a good ditch, protected 
by a strong rampart faced with masonry, 
and strengthened by equidistant towers. 

* Probably what is called by the Birmans the Boom- 
agurry Meep. 

+ During the monsoon, the city of Siam is insu¬ 
lated. 
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Tlic artillery on cither side was of little 
use ; for tliougli there were a few guns 
mounted, and some brought against the 
place, yet tluy neither contributed to the 
success of tlic attack, nor the security of 
the defence: pas.-.ivi' blockade is the lii- 
vourlte system of ilirmau ss arfare. 

The Birman army had been before the 
city two months, when ?*la}ianorl{ia died. 
As the officer of highest rank, he lieki 
the chief command, ^\l!ic]), after liis dt'- 
cease, devolved on Deebedee, who is re¬ 
presented as better qualified for the trust 
than his predecessor. In a short time 
after this event, the King of Siam, panic- 
struck and hopeless, secretly withdrew 
from the fort, in order to avoid falling 
into the hands of his enemies, and, elud¬ 
ing the Birman outposts, sought refuge 
among the hills. The -Siamese, thus de- 
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serted by their leader, offered to capitulate; 
terms were proposed and accepted: aheavy 
mulct was imposed upon the inhabitants, 
the defences of the city were destroyed, 
and a Siamese governor 'appointed, who 
took an oatli of allegiance to the Birman 
monarchy, and engaged to pay an annual 
tribute. Deebedee returned with his vic¬ 
torious army to the province of Marta¬ 
ban, enriched by the spoils of Dwara- 
wuddy. 

Scarcely was the Siamese expedition 
drawn to a conclusion, when a new danger 
threatened from an opposite direction. 
The Chinese government, whose ambition 
is only exceeded by its pride and arrogance, 
had planned the subjugation of the Bir¬ 
mans, intending to add the dominion of 
the Irrawaddy, and the fertile plains of 
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Zomiem*, to their empire; already 
stretched beyond the limits to which any 
government can efficiently extend the 
force of restrictive authority. In the be¬ 
ginning of the year 1707» or 1131 of the 
Birman sera, the tJovemoi;of Quantong 
sent intimation to Shembuan, that an army 
of Chinese was advancing from the west¬ 
ern frontiers of Yunan, and had already 
passed the mountains that skirt the Chi¬ 
nese and the Birman empires: this intel¬ 
ligence was scarcely communicated, when 
it was confirmed by the actual invasion. 
The Chinese forces, computed at 3 0,000 
men, approached by unremitting marches. 
Leaving the province of Bomoo to the 
west, they penetrated by a town called 
Gouptoung, between which and fiuan- 

• The name by which the country of Ava is known 
to the Chinese. 
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tong * there is a jee f or mart, where the 
Chinese and Birmans meet, and barter the 
commodities of their respective countries: 
this jee was taken and plundered by the 
Chinese. Meanwhile Shembuan appointed 
two separate armies: one, consisting of 
10,000 infantry and 2000 cavalry, under 
the. conduct of a general named Amiou- 
mee, took the direct road leading to Quan- 
tong, through the districts of La-be-na- 
goo, and “Tagoung; the other army, of 
much greater force, was committed to 
Tengia Boo, a general of high rank and 

* Qiiantong, or Canton, signifies a port. 

+ A similar emporium is cstabl ished between China 
and Russia. 

“ On the boundary of these two empires two small 
towns were built, almost contiguous, the one inha¬ 
bited by Russians, the other by Chinese; to these all 
the marketable productions of their respective coun¬ 
tries are brought by the subjefls of each empire.” 

Rabertsan s Ind. Nait 52. 
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reputation. This latter was directed to 
make a circuitous march over-hills that 
lay more to the southward, to endeavour, 
if possible, to get into the rear of the 
Chinese army, and prevent their retreat. 
The Governor of Quantong, named Le- 
dougmee, finding that it was not the de¬ 
sign of the Chinese leader to waste time 
by attacking his fort, collected a consi¬ 
derable body of men, and took the field, 
against the invaders. The division of 
Amiou-mee first met tlie enemy near a 
town called Peengee, where they en¬ 
camped, withiu eight miles of the Chi¬ 
nese army; on the following day a partial 
action took place, in which the Birmans 
were worsted, and obliged to retreat 
to the southward of Peengee. The Chi¬ 
nese, animated by this first success, and 
ignorant of the approach of Tengia Boo, 
imagined that they should meet no fiir- 
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ther impediment until they reached the 
Birman capital. With that persuasion, 
they continued their march, and, deviating 
from the most frequented road, probably 
for the convenience of forage, pursued 
another route by the village of Chenghio. 
Amiou-mee, though repulsed, still kept 
hovering on the skirts of the Chinese 
army; which had proceeded only two 
days farther, to a town called Chiboo, 
when the division commanded by Tengia 
Boo suddenly appeared in tlieir rear. Le- 
dougmee, the Governor of Quantong, 
approached at the same time, with his 
party: thus inclosed on all sides, a retreat 
became impracticable, and to advance was 
desperate. The Tartar cavalry, on w’-hosc 
vigour and activity the Chinese army de¬ 
pended for provision, could no longer ven¬ 
ture out, either to procure supplies, or 
protect convoys. In this situation, the 


M 3 



l66 


l^MBASST TO AVA. 


Birmans attacked the enemy with impe¬ 
tuosity, while, on the other hand, the 
defence made by the Chinese was equally 
resolute. The conflict had lasted three 
days, when the Chinese, in an effort of 
despair, tried to cut their way through 
the division commanded by Araiou-mee, 
that occupied the road by which a retreat 
seemed least difficult. This last attempt 
proved fatal; Amiou-mee’s troops, cer¬ 
tain of support, maintained their ground 
until the coming up of Tengia Boo, M'^hich 
decided the fortune of the day. The ha¬ 
rassed Chinese now sunk Under the pres¬ 
sure of superior numbers, and the carnage 
was dreadful. Birmans, w’hen victorious, 
are the most unpitying and fei ucious mon¬ 
sters on earth. Death, or rigorous sla¬ 
very, is the certain doom of those they 
subdue in battle:'of the Chinese army, 
not a man returned to his native country; 
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about 2500 were preserved from the 
sword# and conducted in fetters to the 
capital, where an exclusive quarter in the 
suburbs of the city was assigned for their 
residence. Those who did not understand 
any particular handicraft w'ere employed 
in making gardens, and in the business of 
husbandry: mechanics and artificers were 
compelled to ply their trades according to 
the royal pleasure, without any other re¬ 
ward for their labour than a bare subsist¬ 
ence. These people, however, were en¬ 
couraged, as are all strangers, to many 
Birman wives, and consider themselves 
natives of the country. Compliance with 
so hospitable and general an invitation, 
confers even on slaves taken in war certain 
immunities, from which those who refuse 
the connexion are by law debarred. 

This custom, in which the Birmans 
M 4 
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follow the example of the wisest and best 
governed nations of antiquity, is singular 
amongst the civilized countries of the 
East; and peculiarly remarkable in a people 
who believe in the Slxaster, and derive 
their religious tenets from an Hindoo 
source; who are surrounded also by king¬ 
doms where women are kept inviolably 
sacred from the sight and converse of 
strangers, and where the exclusive system 
of casts or tribes admits of no proselytes. 
It is well known, that even the public 
prostitutes of China are strictly prohibited 
from having intercourse with any other 
than a Chinese; nor is any foreign woman 
permitted to enter the territories, or visit 
the ports of that jealous nation. The 
Hindoo women of rank are no less inac¬ 
cessible ; and admission into a respectable 
cast is not attainable by money. To such 
narrow prejudices the Birmans are supe- 
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rior; with a Lacedemonian liberality, 
they deny not the comforts of connubial 
commerce to men of whatever climate or 
complexion. They are sensible, that the 
strength of an empire consists in its po¬ 
pulation, and that a prince is great and 
powerful, more from the number of his 
subjects, than from the extent of his ter¬ 
ritory: hence the politic indulgence that 
the Birman government grants to every 
sect freely to exercise its religious rites: 
they tolerate alike the Pagan and the Jew, 
the Mussulman or Christian, the disciples 
of Confucius, or the worshippers of Fire ; 
the children of whom, born of a Birman 
woman, equally become subjects of the 
state, and are entitled to the same protec¬ 
tion and privileges, as if they had sprung 
from a line of Birman ancestry. 


When Shembuan succeeded to the 
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throne, he removed the seat of govern¬ 
ment from Chagaing, the residence of his 
brother and immediate predecessor, to 
Monchaboo, where his father Alompra 
had kept his cotxrt. With this situation 
also he became discontented; and, it is 
said from certain superstitious reasons 
suggested by astrologers, again changed 
his abode, and made Awa Haung, or an¬ 
cient Ava, the metropolis of the empire. 
The city, which had fallen into ruin, was 
quickly rebuilt; new keoums * and praws -f* 
arose; a strong stockade was erected; 
and the fortifications, which had been 
neglected since the expulsion of Nuttoon, 
were put into a respectable state of repair. 

The brilliant success that attended 

* Monasteries. 

t Temples. Praw is a term applied to all sacred 
objects. 
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the recent irruption of the Birmans into 
the Siamese country was productive of 
no permanent advantages: though beaten, 
the Siamese were far from being a sub¬ 
jugated people. The inherent enmity that 
subsists between these two nations, will 
probably prevent the passive vassalage of 
one to the other, unless broken by such 
repeated defeats as must nearly amount to 
extirpation. Soon after Deebedee had led 
his army within the confines of the Bir¬ 
man dominions, the yoke of the con¬ 
querors was disclaimed in Dwarawuddy: 
a man named Pieticksing, a relation of 
the king, and one who held an official 
Station about his person, had, previous to 
the capitulation, retired to a town at 
some distance, attended by his followers. 
As soon as it was known that the Bir¬ 
mans had withdrawn into their own ter¬ 
ritories, he returned, at the head of a 
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numerous troop of adherents, by whose 
aid he easily displaced the new govern- 
ment, and abolished the regulations made 
by the Birman general. The king, who 
had pusillanimously abandoned his throne 
and people, is said to have perished in 
the woods, but through what means is 
not clearly ascertained; probably by the 
dagger of the usurper, who, having gained 
over the populace and conciliated some 
men of influence, found few obstacles to 
impede his way to the throne. 

Deebedee, who had so eminently dis¬ 
tinguished himself, was received on his 
return to Ava with many flattering de¬ 
monstrations of applause; his Tsaloe, or 
cord of nobility, was increased from six 
to nine strings, and he was farther ho- 
nour&l with the title of Na-ma-boo-dee, 
or most illustrious commander. The 
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Chinese being vanquished, and the Pc- 
guers to appearance so depressed as to 
leave no apprehension of disturbance to 
the state, Deebedee was again detached 
to punish the contumacious Siamese, and 
reduce them to vassalage and submission. 
He left Ava on this service, with a fleet 
of war-boats, early in the monsoon of the 
year 1771: the troops were debarked at 
Rangoon, and proceeded thence by land. 
On this occasion, the Siamese anticipated 
the intention of the Birman general, and 
met him in force on the frontiers, where 
the opposition he experienced from the 
enemy, and the difficulty of passing the 
rivers, which had not yet subsided, were 
such as to oblige him to retreat; he en¬ 
camped on the border^ of the Sitang river, 
whence he wrote to Ava to represent the 
necessity of sending him further rein¬ 
forcements. 


2 
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In consequence of this appUcatioi}> 
Chedookaminee, who had served on the 
former expedition, received a commission, 
appointing him Maywoon or Viceroy of 
Martaban, and of all the possessions be¬ 
longing to the Birmans southward of 
Martaban. This officer was ordered to 
make the levies necessary for the assistance 
of Deebedee within his jurisdiction; after 
which he was to join that general, act in 
concert with him, and, uniting their 
forces, recommence hostilities against the 
Siamese. 

The southern provinces, over wliich the 
authority of Chedookaminee extended, 
were chiefly inhabited by the families of 
Tajiens, or Peguers, who had either vo^ 
luntarfly left, or were expelled from the 
andcnt city of Pegue, from Palla, and 
the districts adjacent; and out of these 
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Chedookaminee was obliged to form his 
new levies. The Pegucrs, who were 
then supposed to be sufficiently reconciled 
to the Birman government, and con¬ 
sidered, in many respects, as naturalized 
subjects of the state, were accordingly 
required to contribute to the public exi¬ 
gencies, by fumisliing men and money, 
in like proportion as the native Birmans. 
In fact, the southern countries were not 
capable of supplying Birman reefuits suf¬ 
ficient for an army; but the confidence 
reposed in the Pegucrs was, in this 
instance, fatally misplaced, and their 
treachery averted from the Siamese the 
gathering storm. 

Deebedee, probably disgusted by the 
appointment of Chedookaminee to the 
Maywoonship of Martaban, obtained per¬ 
mission to retire from the army, and 
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return to the capital: on his departure, 
Chedookaminee succeeded to the sole 
command. 

Among the troops thus raised, were 
three popular chieftains of the Talien 
nation, named Tellakien, Tellasien, and 
Meenatzi, men of enterprizing, intriguing 
spirit, and of great influence amongst 
their people. The Peguers thus collected 
in a body, and provided with arms, be¬ 
came conscious of their own strength; a 
sense of which, stimulated by the influ¬ 
ence of their chieftains, inspired them 
with a desire to regain their empire, and 
retaliate their wrongs on their oppressors’. 
The army was assembled at Martaban 
when the conspiracy was formed: at the 
close of the first day’s march, the Peguers 
suddenly rose upon their Birman com¬ 
panions, and commenced an indiscrimi- 
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nate massacre; the officer second in com¬ 
mand of the Birman army was slain, and 
those who escaped the fury of the assassins 
fled into the woods. Chedookaminee 
himself, accompanied by 50O followers, 
with difficulty etfected a retreat to Ran¬ 
goon; the elated Peguers followed the 
blow, and pursued the ftigitives to the 
very gates of the city, where, their num¬ 
bers increasing, they formed an encamp¬ 
ment, and commenced a regular siege. 

Rangoon couldyiot have been attacked 
at a time when it was worse prepared for 
defence. Imaginary security had lulled 
the Birmans into unsuspecting repose. 
The ISIaywoon of Peguc, whose residence 
was in Rangoon, had, a short time be¬ 
fore, proceeded on an annual visit of 
homage to the capital, accompanied by 
the principal officers of his government; 

VOL. I. N 
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he had also taken with him the greatest 
part of the troops, particularly those who 
manned the war-boats; a hardy and fe¬ 
rocious tribe, who usually attend on the 
governor, or viceroy, on occasions of 
ceremony. During his absence, a lieu¬ 
tenant or chekey, named Shoe-dong- 
nortba, commanded in the city, and by 
the gallant detcnce he made proved him¬ 
self no undeserving substitute. News of 
the revolt quickly spread, and, from its 
first success, created a general alarm 
among the Birmans resident in the adjoin¬ 
ing districts. The Miou-gees, or chief 
men of Henzada, Denoobew, and Pa- 
daung, assernljled all the force they could 
collect, and in a spirited manner came 
down the river in light boats, and threw 
themselves into Rangoon, which stood 
iji need of such timely succours, 'llic 
Peguers thrice attempted to storm a strong 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


179 


Stockade that encompassed the -walls of 
the town, and were each time beaten off 
with serious loss. Intelligence of these 
events reaching court, the Maywoon, 
with his train of attendants, and a few 
additional troops, amounting in tlie whole 
to about 3000 men, were ordered to pro¬ 
ceed without delay to tlie rclic'f of Ran¬ 
goon. The rapid stream of the Irraw addy 
quickly transported this detachment to 
the place of its destination ; the Peguers, 
on their approach, thought it most pru¬ 
dent to raise tlie siege, and, without 
making any further attempt to oppose the 
junction of the reinforcement, retired to 
the banks of the Salocnmeet. The arrival 
of the Viceroy of Rangoon was sj>cedily 
followed by that of a still more respect¬ 
able force, under an oliiccr of the highest 
rank in the empire. Maha-sec-soo-ra, 
one of the Woongees, or chief counsellors 
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of state, was entrusted by the king with 
the conduct of the southern war, and the 
restoration of order in the disturbed pro¬ 
vinces. 

These events did not deter Sherabuan 
from pursuing his favourite scheme of 
conquest to the westward. The fertile 
plains and populous towns of Munnipoora, 
and the Cassay Shaan, attracted his am¬ 
bition. Early in the year 1774, a formi¬ 
dable force was sent against these places, 
under the command of three generals of 
distinction, Moung-wamjia, Captain of 
the king’s guard, Oundaboo, and Kamc- 
ouza. Part proceeded by water up the 
Keen-duem, and the remainder by land, 
taking the route of Monchdboo, Kaung- 
naa, and Naky-oun-mee; the armament 
by water arrived unexpectedly at a town 
called Netting, where the Birmans, land- 
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ing, surprised and carried away 150 wo¬ 
men who were employed in the labours 
of the harvest. !Monadclla, the Raja of 
Nerting, made an inelfectual attempt to 
rescue the captix es : he fell after a gallant 
struggle, and 250 of his followers lost 
their lives. The Birmans, having ravaged 
the country, and committed many acts 
of wanton barbaritj^ proceeded to join 
the detachment that advanced by land : 
when the forces were united, they 
marched towards Munnipoora, the Raja 
of which came forth to meet the enemy, 
and gave them battle at a village called 
Ampatalla, fourteen miles short of Mun- 
uipoora. Tlie conflict was long and ob¬ 
stinate, but fortune in the end favoured 
the Birmans; the Munnipoora Raja fled 
from the field of battle to his capital, 
where confusion and terror prevailed: 
thence he withdrew to the Corrun lulls. 
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five days’ journey north-west of Munni- 
poora, accompanied by his family, and 
carrying Avitli him his most \aluable ef¬ 
fects. The city of Munnipoora submitted 
to the conqueror, who took possession of 
whatc\er tlie inhabitants had not been 
able to remo\e or conceal. ^ITie spoils, 
consisting chictly of merchandize, and 
vessels of gold and silver, were forwarded 
to the golden feet, together with 2000 
prisoners of both sexes. 

IJaAing reduced* the Munnipooreans, 
Oundaboo left to liis colleagues, Moung- 
wamaa and Kameouza, the task of en¬ 
forcing submisdon from the Cassay Shaan, 
and several neighbouring petty states; 
whilst, putting himself at the head of 
1 0,000 men, unincumbered with baggage 
or artillery, he marched against Chawal, 
Raja of Cachar, w ho possessed the inde- 
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pendent sovereignty of a rich, though 
mountainous, territory nortli-west of 
Munnipoora. In his progress he overcame 
Anousping, prince of a country called 
Muggaloo*; thence he is said to have 
penetrated within the Ilainalaya hills, 
which form a continuation of the lofty 
Imaus, and seem to be a barrier raised by 
nature to protect the mild unwarlike in¬ 
habitants of India from the more hardy 
natives of the East, who, unrestrained 
by such impediments, would ages since 
have spread desolation along the fertile 
banks of the Burhampootcr and the 
Canges. Pursuing his conquests, Oun- 
daboo advanced within three days’ march 
of Cospore ■f', the capital of Cachar, 

* Mr. Wood fiequcntly heard of (his country whilst 
he was at Assam, as engineer to a detachment sent thi- 
tlier by Lord Cornwallis. 

+ Cosporc is said to be twenty days' joiirncj fiom 

Munnipoora by an Hircarra, or messenger. 
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passing many rugged mountains and plea¬ 
sant valleys embosomed in their range. 

Chawal, aware of the storm with 
which he was threatened, had taken the 
necessary precautions for his own secu¬ 
rity. He joined in a defensive league with 
the lesser rajahs of the iiills; who, though 
waging endless warfare with each other, 
united in the hour of danger to repel the 
common enemy. The chief of these was 
the Prince of Jointy, surnamed the Gos- 
sain Raja. Oundaboo, blinded by the 
ambition of conquest, imprudently pressed 
forward, until he found himself environed 
with ditncultics that he could not hope 
to surmount, and from which there was 
now no retreat. To complete his mis¬ 
fortunes, that deadly disease too fatally 
known to British troops by the name of 
the hill fever, had spread its baneful in- 
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fluence through the Birman ranks ; fa¬ 
mine and pestilence accomplished what 
the swords of the mountaineers could 
never have effected. Oundaboo’s troops 
dispersed, and in the defiles of the moun¬ 
tains and the maze's of the forests were 
cut off by the nati\ es in detail, or perished 
the unresisting victims of a supernatural 
foe. 

The misfortunes of Oundaboo and his 
army, instead of intimidating the Birmans, 
excited an insatiable spirit of rcAcnge. 
Rameouza undertook to exact reti’ibution 
from the Cachars, for the blood of his 
slaughtered countrymen; Moungwaraaa 
remained at Munnipoora, with a garrison 
sufficient to defend the fort; whilst Ka- 
meouza marched against Chawal, w’ith a 
yet greater force than had accompanied 
the unsuccessful general, whose error af- 
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forded an useful lesson to his successor. 
Avoiding the rash haste made by his pre¬ 
decessor, this more prudent leader dili¬ 
gently explored his ground, halting 
wherever subsistence could be collected, 
with which many of the rich and lux¬ 
uriant valleys of Cachar abounded: thus 
continuing a cautious progress, he pene¬ 
trated as far as the pass of Inchamutty 
two days’ journey from Cospore, where 
he was met by a deputation from the 
Raja to solicit peace. Kameouza prescri¬ 
bed terms, which, though se\ ere and hu¬ 
miliating, were accepted. Chawal con¬ 
sented to pay, besides a sum of money, 
the abject homage of a maiden of the 
royal blood to the King of Ava, and to 
send him a tree with the roots bound in 
their native clay ; thereby indicating, that 


* There arc passes of the same name in Hnidostait. 
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both person and property were at the dis¬ 
posal of his sovereign pleasure; these 
acts being considered as the most unequi¬ 
vocal proofs of vassalage, expressing, on 
one hand, the extreme of submission, 
and on the other, the most absolute power. 

Kamcouza, in his return to Munnipoora, 
chastised a race of mountaineers named 
Keingce, by whom he hud been harassed 
in his march, burning several of their vil¬ 
lages in the districts of Bodasscr and 
C’diaumgaut. -Raja Anoupsing likewise 
made his submission; and repossession of 
Munnipoora was granted to the fugitive 
prince, on condition of paying an annual 
ti'ibute, and offering the acknowledgment 
of a royal virgin, and a tree. Matters 
being thus adjusted, the Birmans returned 
to their own country, having lost above 
30,000 men, from the commencement to 
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the close of the expedition, by the various 
casualties of war. 

Tliese victories only lent a transitory 
splendor to the Birman arms, w^ithout 
contributing to the real and permanent 
advantage of the state ; it was impossible 
to keep possession of the tracts they had 
over-run, the towns they had stormed, 
and the countries they had subdued, llie 
Birman nation was far from being popu¬ 
lous, in proportion to its widely extended 
empire. To retain the late acquisition of 
Pegue, and keep in subjection its discon¬ 
tented and numerous inhabitants, required 
the utmost vigilance, and occupied all the 
troops that could with prudence be spared. 
Oaths of allegiance are considered by 
eastern vassals as obligations of conveni- 
ency, as mere nugatory forms, to be ob¬ 
served no longer than there is power to 
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punish a breach of them; the conquests 
made by the Birmans to the westward, 
therefore, Mere attended with no other 
effect, than to add to their native arro- 
gance, and to increase their already in¬ 
ordinate pride. 

The Peguers, as before related, having 
raised the siege of Rangoon, had returned 
to the Saloenmeet, or the Martaban river, 
when ]VIaha-see-soo-ra, to m horn the ma¬ 
nagement of the southern war was in¬ 
trusted, arrived at Rangoon with an ad¬ 
ditional reinforcement of troops, and se¬ 
veral pieces of artillery. Having aug¬ 
mented his strength with the soldiers that 
accompanied the Maywoon, and drafted 
part of the garrison, his army amounted 
to 20,000 men; whilst twenty-four pieces 
of ordnance rendered him formidable to 
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foes casually armed with whatever wea* 
pons they could procure. 

With this respectable equipment Maha- 
see-soo-ra took the field about the end 
of the year 1774. The enemy were in 
possession of Martaban, and had collect¬ 
ed, from various quarters, a discordant 
rabble, ill provided with necessaries, and 
altogether unamenable to control; from 
whom the Birman commander met with 
little opposition, in a march rendered te¬ 
dious by the transportation of heavy guns, 
and the difficulty of crossing the numerous 
watercourses that intersect the lower 
country. On reaching the vicinity of 
Martaban, overtures of a pacific nature 
were made by tlie rebel leaders, which 
were rejected with contempt and menace: 
the Peguers in despair shut themselves 
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within the fort; a siege was commenced, 
and sustained for a considerable time. The 
Pcguers, however, were at length forced 
to yield. Tellasicn und Meenatzi, with 
several of their adherents, effected an 
escape to Siam; but Tellakien was not so 
fortunate; he was captured in the fort, 
with many others, and, being a leader of 
the rebellion, his fate was reserved for the 
deeision of his sovereign. 

Maha-see-soo-ra was preparing to carry 
the war into the country of the Siamese, 
when he received intelligence of the in¬ 
tentions of the king to visit Rangoon in 
person: this circumstance, together with 
the little probability of his being able to 
advance far before the season* when the 

* The rivers in India usually begin to swell before 
the actual fall of rain in the low countries. Thisi is to 
be ascribed to the monsoon commencing earlier among 
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rivers swell, determined him to pass the 
monsoon in cantonments at Martaban. 

Shembuan having repelled the formi¬ 
dable invasion of one enemy, and carried 
his victorious arms into the territory of 
another, and having, by prudent conduct, 
established his throne on the strong foun¬ 
dations of terror and respect, conceived 
that his presence would contribute to a 
more speedy termination of the troubles 
that agitated the lower provinces, and 
more effectually destroy the seeds of dis¬ 
affection among the Peguers, which had 
so often, at intervals, broke out into open 
rebellion. The temple of Dagon, called 
Shoe-l)agon, or tlie Golden DagOn, an 
ediiice of venerable sanctity and stupen- 

the mountains, and to the melting of the snow, with 
which tlie topi ot the eastern hills are covered in the 
hottest season. 
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dous si 2 e, where Gaudma, the Birman 
and Pegue object of religious worship, 
was, from time immemorial, accustomed 
to receive at an annual festival the ado¬ 
rations of the devout, had, in the year 
1769 , suffered much damage from an 
earthquake; in particular the 7ee, or 
umbrella, which, composed of open iron¬ 
work, crowned the spire, had been thrown 
down by the concussion, and rendered 
irreparable from the fall. In the Birman 
empire, a pagoda is not deemed sanctilied 
until it receives the umbrella; and the 
erection of this last, but- most important 
appendage, is an act of high solemnity. 
Shembuan, who on this occasion is said 
to have covered policy with the cloak of 
religion, caused a new and magnificent 
Tec to be constructed at Ava, and de¬ 
clared his intention to assist in person at 
the ceremony of putting it on. For this 
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avowed purpose he left his capital, at¬ 
tended by a numerous train of Birman 
nobility, w'hilst, to increase the pride and 
pagpantry of the display, Beinga Della, 
the unfortunate monarch of Pegue, who 
had surrendered his sceptre and person to 
Alompra, was led captive in the pro¬ 
cession. An army of 5 0,000 men com¬ 
posed tlie body guard: this splendid array, 
having embarked in boats, sailed down 
the Irrawaddy, and arrived at Rangoon 
in the month of October 1775. Tella- 
kien, the Pegue rebel, who had been sent 
up the.country loaded with irons, met 
the king at the town of DenoeJbew, and 
expiated his treason by a paim^il death. 

Whatever respect the glory of con¬ 
quest, and the wisdom of a well regulated 
government, might attach to the reign of 
Shembuan, it must be wholly obsetned 
a 
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hy the cruelty exercised on the present 
occasion towards his royal prisoner, the 
unhappy king of Pegue; and tliis too, 
like a more recent and equally inhuman 
regicide, in a nation professing Christianity 
and enlightened by Science, was perpe¬ 
trated under the mockery of jiisliv'c. 
Shembuan, not content AviUi cxLibi'ing 
to the humbled I’eguers their vcnex’able 
and yet venerated monrreh, bound in fet¬ 
ters, and bowed down with years and 
anguish, resolved to take his life, 

and render the di^gracj' still deeper, by 
exposing him as a j)ub!ic malefactor, to 
suffer under the stroke of the common 
executioner. In most cotmtrics to the 
east of Bengal, decapitation is the punish¬ 
ment allotted for common thieves; and 
he who inflicts the sentence is tisually a 
culprit that has once been convicted of 
the crime. To die by such a hand, is 
o 2 



EMBASST TO AYA 


igG 

deemed an ignominy which the Birmans 
dread even worse than death itself; but 
for any subject to spill royal blood, is for¬ 
bidden by the Birman and Pegue laws, 
as an act of inexpiable impiety; never¬ 
theless the imfeeling Shembuan, regard¬ 
less of law and devoid of humanity, is¬ 
sued orders for his ill-fated prisoner to 
prepare for trial on a charge of high 
treason. 

The process of law, in Birman courts 
of justice, is conducted with as much 
formality as in any country on earth. 
Bcinga Della was brought before the 
judges of the Rhoom, among whom the 
Maywoon of Pegue* presided^ The late 

* In the absence of the King, tlic Maywoon, or 
viceroy, never attends in person at the Rhoom; he 
then represents the King; remains in his palace, and 
receives the report of the judges; to which he applies 

the law, and finally awards the senitence* 
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king of Pegue was there accused of having 
been privy to, and instrumental in, ex¬ 
citing the late rebellion. Depositions of 
several witnesses, supposed to be suborned, 
were taken; the prisoner denied the 
charge; hut his fate being determined on, 
his plea availed him nothing. He was 
found guilty; and the proceedings, ac¬ 
cording to custom, were laid before the 
King, who passed sentence of death, and 
accompanied it with an order for speedy 
execution. 

In conformity to this cruel mandate, 
on the 7th of the increasing moon, in the 
month Taboung, the aged victim was^ 
led, in public procession, through an in¬ 
sulting populace, to a place called Awa- 
bock, three miles without the city, where 
he met his doom with fortitude, and had 

no distinction paid him above the meanest 
♦ 


s 



igS EMBASSY TO AVA. 

criminal, except that all the municipal 
officers attended in their robes of ceremony 
to witness his last moments. 

State necessity is sometimes found to 
be incompatible with individual justice, 
and, on some occasions, must be allowed 
to plead for measures which, abstractedly 
considered, seem harsh, and bear hai*d 
upon particular members of the commu¬ 
nity; but such necessity, to be admissible, 
should be made unerpiivocally c\ident. 
Men Vkhose deigns against the public 
peace cannot be doubted ought to be re¬ 
strained by the hand of coercion, even 
before the commission of any overt act 
to w hich the law attaches: the proof of 
intention warrants and demands such in¬ 
terference. A despot, who* dreads the 
extinction of his power, and the loss of 
bia crown, will resort to unjustifiable 
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means to remove tlic object of his jea¬ 
lousy, and anticipate on liis enemy the 
meditated blow; but the circumstances of 
the present case appear neither to admit 
of palliation nor excuse: the security of 
the state was not endangered, and no 
rivalry could be dreaded. The Fegue 
king had passed more than twenty years 
a contented and inoffensive prisoner: had 
he been only suspected of encouraging his 
former subjects in any one of their several 
attempts at emancipation, his life would 
have paid the forfeit of his temerity; but, 
in the last instance, when bending under 
the pressure of years and infi;’mity, there 
was scarce a possibility of his being ac¬ 
cessory to so dai’ing a revolt. On the pait 
of the Birman monarch, it was a wanton 
and barbarous display of power, <!e .igned, 
perhaps, as a humiliating spectacle to the 
Beguers, whose attachment to their au- 
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cient sovereign bordered on idolatry. It 
casts a deep shade over a splendid reign, 
and justly brands the memory of Shem- 
buan with the odious appellation of 
tyrant. 

The execution of many Taliens of rank 
followed that of the king; all who were 
suspected of having borne a part in the 
late rebellion, and all whose influence ren¬ 
dered them formidable, were included in 
the list of the proscribed. Several fled 
from persecution, and, after the storm 
blew over, settled in Tongho, or the tri¬ 
butary provinces of Zemee, Saadepoora, 
and the districts adjacent, 

^These are among the last transactions 
of Shembuan’s life: after duly solem¬ 
nizing the ceremony of putting on the 
Tee, Jjc pir^pared to return tp his capital. 
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having given instructions to his general, 
Maha-see-soo-ra, to prosecute the war 
against the Siamese. 

In the beginning of the year 1776, 
Shembuan left Rangoon with the same 
retinue and in the same pomp which be¬ 
fore attended him. During the early stages 
of his progress, he felt the first symp¬ 
toms of his mortal illness. Alarmed at the 
danger, and impatient under his sutFerings, 
he quitted his slow-drawn boat of state, 
and, embarking in a lighter vessel, hast¬ 
ened to his capital, hoping there to find 
relief; but his days were numbered, and 
he was doomed shortly to resign his dia¬ 
dem and life to that Power which disre¬ 
gards even the boasted immortality of 
Birman kings. 


Languishing under a slow fever, and 
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distempered with scrofula, Shenibuan ob¬ 
tained little benefit from the ('liicacy of 
medicine. In order to breathe a fi’cer air, 
he changed the fort of Ava for the open 
plains : temporary wooden houses were 
erected on the liigliest banks that (over¬ 
hung the stream, and on spots to which 
superstition pointed as the site of health. 
But the skill of astrologers proved falla¬ 
cious, and no wind that blow wafted alle¬ 
viation to his pains : after fatiguing him¬ 
self by frequent removals, he felt that it 
was but an useless aggravation of his suf¬ 
ferings ; hopeless of life, he returned to 
the fort to prepare for the last scene, and 
settle the affairs of the empire and the suc¬ 
cession to the throne. 

Shembuan had two sons, Cheifguza and 
Chelenza, by diflerent mothers; the first, 
at this time eighteen years of age, was 
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born of the principal queen; the latter, 
not more than tairteen, the offspring of a 
favourite concubine. Competition be¬ 
tween these brothers was an event scarcely 
to be dreaded; and IMomcin, tlie son of 
Natudogee Praw, seemed to be too closely 
immured in monastic privacy, to raise a 
bar to the succession. Nevertheless Shem- 
buan took every prudent precaution to 
transmit an undisputed sceptre: lie ex¬ 
acted from the nobility a solemn promise 
of allegiance to his heir, which the respect 
entertained for the character of the father 
inclined few to withhold from the son. 
Having satisfactorily adjusted his temporal 
concerns, the monarch yielded up his 
breath in the city of Ava, about the 
middle of spring in the year 17/0. 

The character of Shembuan is that of 
an austere, intelligent, and active prince. 
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He reduced to a state of permanent vassal- 
age the petty sovereigns of several neigh¬ 
bouring provinces, who had before only 
yielded to desultory conquest; these he 
compelled, as Chobwas, or tributary prin¬ 
ces, to repair in person, or by represen¬ 
tatives, at stated periods, to his capital, 
and pay homage at the golden feet; among 
them are numbered the lords of San- 
depoora (Cambodia), Zemec, Quantong, 
Tlamoo, and others ; together with several 
less civilized* tribes, inhabiting the west¬ 
ern liills, and the mountainous tracts 
that intersect the country eastward of the 
river Irrawaddy. 

Shembuan was in most points a super¬ 
stitious obseiver of the rites and precepts 
of the Birman religion, which originating, 
as it indisputably does, from the same 


Carreanqrs, Keins, and Yoos. 
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source as that of the Hindoos, differs ne¬ 
vertheless from the latter in many essen¬ 
tial tenets. Admitting tlie sanctity, and 
reverencing the learning of the Braminical 
sect, the Birmans, votaries of Buddho 
Tachor, altogetlicr deny the supremacy of 
the Bramin professors over their Ilhahaans, 
or Phonghis. The Birmans, Pt'guers, and 
Siamese, as well as all nations whose fun¬ 
damental principles of religion can be 
traced to the Hindoo system, and who 
acknowledge the Shanscrit as their holy 
text, unite in one benevolent doctrine, the 
sinfulness of depriving any animal of life, 
to satisfy a carnivorous appetite. To cat 
flesh, is not deemed a crime by the Bir¬ 
mans ; but he who eats it is not exempt 
from sin, unless the creature died a natural 
death, or was slain by accident, or by 
other hands. Tliis precept of the church, 
it may be supposed, is not veiy scrupu- 
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lously observed, and in' many parts of the 
empire is wholly disregarded,* except by 
the priesthood, who never even prepare 
their own victuals. Mandates have been 
issued by viceroys, and proclamations gone 
forth from the golden palace, to enjoin 
obedience to the sacred law; but these 
were little more than expiatory mani¬ 
festoes, suggested by remorse, danger, or 
superstition. It is likewise at times used as 
an instrument of venal oppression; the 
greedy retainers of the law being entitled 
to a certain quota of the line levied from a 
convicted delinquent. Shembuan, strongly 
tinctxired with bigotry, often, in the 
course of his reign, repeated the piou« 
prohibition, with no other effect than 
causing that to be done in secret, wliich 
before tlie order little precaution had been 
used to conceal. 
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On the demise of Shemhuan, it does 
not appear that any effort M^as made, 
either by ISIomcin himself, or the nobles 
attached to his father, to recover a throne 
from which he was most unjustly de¬ 
barred. Chenguza ascended without op¬ 
position, and assumed the gov('rnment, at 
a juncture w lien the flourisbing state of 
public affairs held out a fiallcring pio- 
spect of an auspicious reign. 

But in the succession to sovereignly, it 
sometimes happens, as in (he succession 
to an estate, that he who comes to the 
fairest inheritance does not alw'ays prove 
a benefactor to his realm and his subjects, 
or his tenants and demesnes. Numerous 
errors will, and ought to be forgiven, in 
the presumptive heir to an high jiublic 
trust, or an affluent private property ; but 
a radical want of honest principle, and a 
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long continued course of base and licen¬ 
tious conduct, never fail in time to alie¬ 
nate the affections of men, whether sub¬ 
jects or tenantry, however inclined they 
may be to venerate the virtues of the sire 
in the person of the son. Even the jus 
divinum, so strenuously inculcated by the 
Birman articles of political faith, did not, 
in the end, prove sufficiently strong to 
protect from violence a throne polluted 
by the lowest profligacy, and disgraced 
by an open violation of every moral and 
religious duty. 

With all the advantages arising from 
his father’s memory, and with a govern¬ 
ment thoroughly established in power, 
Chenguza commenced his reign: but 
these distinctions he studied by every 
means in his power to abuse. His first 
imprudent act was to recal the army from 
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the southward, which, shortly after the 
departure of Shembuan, had marched 
from Martaban under Maha-see-soo-ra, 
and had commenced operations against 
the Siamese. This general, Chenguza not 
only displaced from his mihtary command, 
but likewise degraded from his high 
ministerial office of Woongee, or chief 
counsellor of state: a measure that drew 
on himself much odium, as Maha-sec- 
soo-ra was a person of conciliatory man¬ 
ners, and an officer of approved integrity 
and valour. 

The other parts of Chenguza’s conduct 
corresponded with this arbitrary outset, 
and he plunged at once into the most 
shameless debauchery. Not content with 
repealing the edicts of his father against 
the use of spirituous liquors, he exhibited 
in his own person an example of ebriety 
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and dissipation: stimulated by jealousy^ 
he Caused his younger brother, Chilenza, 
to be put to death: he submitted the af¬ 
fairs of his empire to be administered by 
favourites, and accustomed himself to be 
absent from his capital whole months to¬ 
gether, indulging in rural sports and 
carousals, and preferring his hunting 
seats, on the borders of deep forests, to 
the splendid piasath * of the royal palace. 
In the year ir79» his father’s yoxinger 
brother, Terroug-mee f, incurred the sus¬ 
picion of the tyrant, and fell a victim to 
his jealousy: Pagahm-mee, another of his 
uncles, was kept a close prisoner in tlie 
fort of Ava, under a pretext tliat he was 


, * Piasath, the regal spire, that distinguishes the dwell¬ 
ing of the monarch and the temples of the divinity: 
to none other is it allowed. 


t Or possessor of Terroug. 
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plotting against the state: his uncle, Min- 
deragee Praw, the present king, resided 
sometimes at Cliagaing, and sometimes at 
Monchaboo; and though he affected to 
live in the most inoffensive obscurity, 
was ncverthc“less vigilantly watched by the 
minions of the palace. 

Agreeably to the usage of the Birman 
court, Chenguza had early been betrothed 
to a relation* of his own: this marriage 
proving unfruitful, he espoused, as his se¬ 
cond wife, the daughter of one of the At- 
tawoons f of the court, a young woman 


* A prince, to be properly quali^d to ascend the 
Birman throne, should be of blood-royal both in the 
male and female line. In order to guard against ple¬ 
beian contamination, the Birman law admits of inceSf 
tiious marriages in the royal family ; this licence is re¬ 
stricted to them alone, 

t The Attawoon may be called a pi ivy counsellor; 
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endowed with virtue, beauty, and accom¬ 
plishments. Although it was generally 
believed that he was extremely fond of 
this wife, yet the irritation of an intem¬ 
perate life, together with a disposition 
from nature prone to jealousy, caused them 
to live on terms of tmet'asing discord. 
One day, actuated by an impulse of sud¬ 
den rage, he accused her of infidelity; and 
without allowing himself time to judge 
dispassionately, or suffering the unliappy 
princess to vindicate herself, he pronoun¬ 
ced sentence of immediate death. There 
are wretches in every nation ready to exe¬ 
cute the, sanguinary mandates of a cruel 


there are four who have access to his majestj'^ at all 
hours, and arc consuited by the king on affairs of im¬ 
portance; they have influence enough, sometimes, to 
counteract the decisions of the Woongees passed in 
the Lotoo, or high court of judgment, when laid before 
his majesty for royal approbation. 



EMBASSY TO AVA 


213 


tyrant; the trembling and innocent victim 
was dragged from the palace, and inclosed 
in a sack of scarlet cloth, richly orna¬ 
mented : thus confined, she was put on 
board a boat*, when, the sack being sus¬ 
pended between the nairow necks of two 
earthen jars •|', the whole was sunk in the 
deepest part of the Irrawaddy. The jars 
filling, carried the body down, and pre¬ 
vented emersion. This diabolical act was 
perpetrated in open day, before thousands 
of spectators, amongst whom were many 
of her friends and relations. Her afflicted 
father, bverwhclmed with anguish and 


* It is expressly forbidden by the Birman law to 
spill the blood of one of the royal family ; drowning 
is esteemed the most honourable death, 

+ The jars of Pegue are in general estimation 
throughout India, being remarkable for their size and 
excellence. 
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deprived of all his offices, retired in de¬ 
spair to the city of Chagaing. 

The universal disgust that a conduct so 
flagitious could not fail to raise, even in 
the most depraved society, caused the 
majority of the nobles, and the great body 
of the people, anxiously to desire a change. 
Under such a dominion, no man’s life, 
was secure from becoming a sacrifice to 
the caprice of an intoxicated barbarian, or 
the personal enmity of some despicable 
parasite; at such a juncture, the eyes of 
all were naturally turned to the rightful 
heir, who had now attained the years of 
manhood. The retreat chosen for Mo- 
mien, was the Keoura and Praw of Lo- 
ga-ther-poo, an inconsiderable distance 
from the fort of Ava, where, protected 
by his sacerdotal habit, by the influence 
of his aunt, and perhaps, above all, by his 
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own want of capacity and personal insig- 
nificance> the tyrant had hitherto consi¬ 
dered him as an object too contemptible 
for notice; little imagining that the simple 
Phonghi was one day to be, in the hands 
of others, the instrument of his destruc¬ 
tion. 

A conspiracy was the result of the dis¬ 
contents of the people and the misconduct 
of the prince. The principal actors wefe 
Shembuan Minderagee Praw*, the At- 
tawoon before-mentioned, and Maha-see- 
soo-ra, the degraded minister. These 
personages easily gained the monks over 
to their side, who, though less willing to 
meddle in state affairs than is customary 
with their order in many countries, yet. 

The present monarch, and younger brother of tl»o 
deceased Shembuan. 
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being exasperated by the open contempt 
that Chenguza manifested for religion, its 
rights and ministers, secretly lent their 
aid to bring about a change, which, by 
placing Momien, their illustrious disciple, 
on the throne, promised to advance the 
interests of the church. Momien was ac¬ 
cordingly tutored for the part he was to 
act, and nothing remained but to embrace 
a favourable moment to execute the pro¬ 
jected revolution. 

Puring Chenguza’s reign, military ope¬ 
rations seem to have been wholly sus¬ 
pended ; whilst the neighbouring nations, 
the Chinese, the Siamese, and Cassj^ers, 
had so recently experienced the power of 
the Birman arms, that they felt no incli¬ 
nation to stand forth as aggressors. Re¬ 
peated defeats and severe penal laws 
crushed the spirit of revolt among the 
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Peguers, who appeared to acquiesce in 
their subjugated state. The Anoupectou- 
nieou, or great western mountains, had 
not in the present dynasty been crossed 
by an hostile army; the tranquillity of 
the empire, therefore, during the six 
years that Chenguza wore the crown, 
compensated, in some measure, for the li¬ 
centiousness that was introduced among 
the people. Population. increased, and 
tracts of land were cultivated, which un¬ 
der a more warlike prince would probably 
have continued an unproductive waste. 

After matters were in readiness, the 
first opportunity of acting occurred in the 
month of November 178I. Chenguza 
had gone to Keoptaloun, a town on the 
banks of the river, about thirty miles be¬ 
low Ava, to celebrate an high festival. 
As he neyer observed any regular times 
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by those who had penetrated through the 
wicket. The conspirators, being rein¬ 
forced by a number of armed men that; 
lay m ambuscade, proceeded to surround 
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